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LIFE OF BR. EDWIN... SANDYS, 


ARCHBISHOP. OF YORK. 


EDWIN SANDYS was 
born of an ancient and 


- worthy family about the 


year 1528. Having ‘been 
carefully educated, and mak- 
ing great proficiency in learn- 
ing, both in the country and 
at the Univerfity, he was 
chofen mafter.of Catharine 
Hall, in Cambridge, and, hav- 
ing commenced Doctor, was 
appointed Vice Chancellor of 
that Univerfity. About this 


- time, Lady Jane Grey was 


proclaimed Queen, and the 
Duke of Northumberland. 
was fent with an army to. 
apprehend Lady Mary. 
When the Duke and his 
train came to Cambridge, 


Dr. Sandys was called to 


-occafion, 
which he did, from Jofhua i. 
16, 17, 18,in fo. prudent 
and affectionate a manner, as 
drew many tears from _ his 
auditors. At the requeft of 
the Duke and other nobles, 


he prepared his fermon for 
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publication. . At the inftant 
when he was about fending 
it tothe prefs, he received 
the melancholy intelligence 
of the change in the public 
affairs. A meflenger came 
to him, weeping, withthe in- 
formation that the Duke had 
retired, and that queen Mary 
was proclaimed. Though 
this event foreboded fo much 
ill to the proteftant -caufe, 
and though it was to be ex- 
pected that a man of his em- 
inence would. be among the 
firft to experience .Queen 
Mary’s refentment, yet he 
was no ways daunted ; and 
with his ufual cheerfulnefs, 
fent his fermon to the prefs, 
and with great compofure at- 
tended hisufual bufinefs, tho’ 
earneftly folicited by _ his 
friends to make his efcape. 
The fame night the Duke 
fent for him, and was earneft 
in his perfuafions that he 
fhould) join with him in 
proclaiming Queen Mary, 
obferving that the Queen 
was merciful, and that he 
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tempted to take hi nf 

the chair by violence, ‘telli 
him 1 it was ne his place, call- 
ing him traitor, and ufing ot 
er opprobrious language. 


hoped for a general pardon. 
Dr. Sandys replied, ‘ My 
life is not dear to me, neli- 
ther have I done or faid any 
thing that troubles my con- 
{cience. I have fpoken 
nothing, but what the word 
of God and the laws of the 
land will bear me out in. 
But be aflured, my Lord, 
you will not efcape death. 
If the queen fhould {pare you, 
they that thall now rule 
will kill you. 

That night the Duke was 
apprehended, and fome at- 
tempts were made to aflault 
the Doétor’s houfe. The next 
day the Univerfity had a 
diforderly meeting; fent 
to the Doctor’s houfe; took a- 
way theitatutesand keys; and 
in the afternoon appointed 
a meeting, and rang the bell. 
Dr. Sandys, who was walk- 
ing in the: fields when this 
happened, returned, called 
for his attendants, and im- 
mediately repairing to the u- 
niverfity, took the chair. 
He addrefied them on the 
impropriety of theirconduct, 
charging them with great 
ingratitude toward him, and 
affirming that he had {aid 
nothing in his fermon, but 
what he wasready to juftify; 
and that, if he were faulty, 
they were as deeply guilty, 
in confenting at the time to 
what he had fpoken. While 
he was expottulating with 
them, arabble of papilts at- 


he was a man of " ‘Cal CC 
age, he felt for hig: dags 
with a refolution of #¢ 
their violence ; but & 
eration, he delivered up ev- 
ery thing belonging to the 
Univerfity, and praying God — 
to fubftitute a better in his- 
room, and togive them bet- 
terand morethankful hearts, 
ug his office. | 
The next day he was in- 
formed it was the Queen’s 
pleafure that he, together 
with the Duke, fhouldbe 
conveyed to the tower. Mr, 
Mildmay, who had taken 
arms againit Queen Mary, 
but had now efpoufed her 
caufe, obferved to Dr. in 
dys that he. wondered fa 
learned 2 man fhould {peak 
fo unadvifedly againft fo 
gooda prince. He an{wer- 
ed, I fhall not be afhamed of 
bonds, but if I could do as 
Mr. Mildmay can, I need not 


‘fearthem. You came down 


in arms againft the Queen. 
You are now in arms for her. 
I cannot thus blow hot and 
cold with one mouth. 

As he was conducted to 
prifon, fome papifts affembled. 
to jeerat hica, and fome of 
his friends to mourn for him. 

He was treatedin a very. 
{fcornful manner, as he was 
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catia _— h London. 

entered he Bifhop’s 
Pre ves woman threw a 
ftoneat hing, which ftruck 
himfofull on the breaft, that 
’ he was near falling from: his 
horfe. ,He. mildly faid to 
her, Woman, | pray God for- 
give thee. As he went 
through tower-{treet, anoth- 
er woman, ftanding in her 


door, exclaimed, you knave, 


you traitor, you heretic. 
At this, he only {miled. But 
another woman on the other 
fide faid, Fie neighbour, you 
are not worthy to be called 
a woman, to raii thus upon 
this gentleman, whom you 
do not know, nor yet the 
caufe, why he is thus ufed ; 
and turning to the Dr. faid, 
Good gentleman, Godbe thy 
comfort, ‘and give thee 
{trength to ftand in his caufe, 
even to the death. Being 
- carried to the tower, the yeo- 
man of the guard took from 
him whatfoever he had, e- 
ven to his changes of linen. 
The firft three weeks of his 
confinement he was in a 
very bad prifon; but was 
then removed to another, 
where Mr. John Bradford, 
an intimate friend of his, was 
his fellow prifoner. 
prifon they were confined 
twenty-nine weeks; and, 
by their “affable behaviour 
and pious converfation, were 
inftruments of converting 


In this, 


the prifon-seeper, who was 
a perverfe papitt. 

On the day of the Queen’s 
coronation, the prifon door 
was left open. A particular 
friend of his went to him 
and faid, there is fuch a {ftir 
in the tower, that neither 
gates, doors, nor prifoners, 
are looked after to-day.— 
‘Fake my cloak, hat and ra- 
pier, and fave yourfelf, and 
let me doasI may. But the 
Doctor refufed his offer, fay- 
ing, lam much obliged to 
you for your love, but I 
know no jutft caufe of my im- 
prifonment, and if I fhould 
do this, I fhould- make my-. 
felf guilty. I will wait God’s, 
good will. 

Dr. Canmer, Dr. Ridley 
and Mr. Bradford were at 
length put into one prifon ; 
and Dr. Sandys, with nine 
other godly minifters, was 
removed to the Marfhalfea.. 
As they went, the people ev- 
ery where prayed to God to. 
comfort them, and toa 
itrengthen them in his truth, 

‘The keeper of the Marfhal- 
fea faid to Dr. Sandys, I per- 
ceive that the people would 
fet you forward to the fire ; 
but 1 hope you will not pre- 
fer your own knowledge be- 
fore the judgment of fo ma-. 
ny worthy and learned pre- 
lates ; if you do, you wilk 
find me as ftrait a keeper, as, 
one that wholly diflikes your 
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6 Life of Dr. Sandys. 


religion. The Doétor re- 
plied, I know myfelf to be 
young, and my learning to 
be {fmall. {t 1s enough to 
know Chrift crucified, and 
he hath-learned nothing, who 
does not fee the great blaf- 
phemy thereis in popery. I 
have read in {cripture of 
fome godly and courteous 
keepers; God may make 
you one; if not,I truft he 
will give me ftrength and pa- 
tience to bear your hard deal- 
ing with me. Do you then, 
faid the keeper, refolve to 
ftand by your religion ? Yes, 
{aid the Doétor, by the grace 
of God, I do. Truly, faid the 
keeper, I did but try you. 
You may be fure of what 
favour it is in my power to 
fhew you, and I fhall think 
myfelf happy, if I may die at 
the ftake with you. 
cordingly fhewed the Doctor 
much favour, not fuffering 
any irons to be put on him, 
lodging him in the beft a- 
partment, permitting him to 
walk into the fields alone, 
and fuffering his wife to vif- 
it him. 

When Sir Thomas Wyat 
came with his army into 
Southwark, hefentto Dr. San- 
dys in prifon, and made him 
{ome proffers of liberty ; but 
the Doétor bade the meflen- 
gers tell him, that if his rif- 
ing were of God he fhould 
{tand, otherwife he fhould 
fall ; thatfor his own part 





He ac- # 


he was committed by order, 


and that he would not: de- 


part thence unlefs he were 
difcharged by like order. 
Having continued in that 
prifon nine weeks, he was 
liberated by the mediation 
of Sir Thomas Holcroft, then 
knight marfhal. Sir Thom- 
as exerted his influence with 
the Bifhop of Winchetter, 
but could obtain no grant 
for his releafe, unlefs he 
would change his religion ; 
but great. preferment was 
promifed, in cafe he would. 
By repeated importunities 
Sir Thomas at length extort- 
ed a promife from the Bifh- 
op, thatfn cafe the Queen 
would grant him his liberty, 
he would not oppofe it. By. 
means of two ladies of hon- 
» he then obtained a 
oinife from the Queen, 
that he fhould have his liber- 
ty, if Wincheiter confented 
to it. Having this grant, he 
watched the Bifhop’s next 
going to the Queen, and 
urging the bufinefs, at laft 
prevailed with them, and re- 
ceived a warrant for. his re- 
leafe. Winchefter, howev- 
er, afterward commanded 
that he fhould not be releaf- 
ed, unlefs two gentlemen 
would give athoufand pound 
bond that he fhould not de- 
part the kingdom without 
licence. Sir ‘Thomas feeing 
this, obtained two gentle-: 
men, who were willing to be 
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bound with him, and then 
fending for Dr. Sandys, im- 
parted the matter to him. 
The Doétor replied, I give 
God thanks, who has inclin- 
ed your heart to be fo care- 
ful of me. | think myfelf 
much bound to you for your 
love, which God will requite, 
nor will I prove ungrateful. 
But as I came a free man in- 
to prifon, fo will I not go out 
a bondman. If I cannot 
benefit my friends, neither 
will I injure them. IfI be 
fet at liberty, I thall not ftay 
fix days in the realm, if I 
can get out ofit. Therefore 
if I may not go free, fend me 
back to prifon, where you 
fhall be fure of me. Sir 
Thomas was much troubled 
at this anfwer, but finding 
him immoveable in his refo- 
lution, faid, I am refolved to 
fet you at liberty, come of 
it what will ; therefore go be- 
yond fea ; but write nothing 
- back hither, left you fhould 
ruin me. Then in an affec- 
tionate manner he bade him 
farewell. 

Dr. Sandys returned that 
night to the Marfhalfea, and 
the next day,';with many tears, 
took leave of his fellow prif- 
oners. He went thence to 
the King’s bench prifon to 
comfort his pious friends, 
who were in confinement 
there. Thence he went to 
a private friend in London, 
butthe next night changed 


his lodging, hearing that 
fearch.was made for him.— 
Complaints had been made 
to the Bifhop of Winchefter, 
that he had fet at liberty the 
greateft hereticin England ; 
on which he commanded alk 
the conftables in London 
to fearch for him, and prom- 
ifeda reward to him, who 
fhould apprehend him. The 


Doétor fhifted from place to 


place, and directed his man 
to provide horfes ; purpofing 
the next day to go into Effex, 
to his father in law, with 
whom his wife then was. 
Having fome apparel, which 
was made without meafure, 
while he was prifoner in the 
tower, and which did not 
well fit him, he defired the 
good woman of the houfe 
where he was, to fend it to 
the next tailor for fome al- 
teration, which he propofed. 
It fo happened that the next 
tailor was the man, by whom 
it was made, and knew to 


whom it belonged. Being 


a proteftant, he went at mid- 
night to the Doctor’s lodg- 
ings, and informed him of 
the inftructions, which the 
conttables (of whom he was 
one) had received. He in- 
formed him further, that it 
was known that he had pro- 
vided horfes and was to pafs 
through Algate, where he 
would certainly be taken. 
Therefcre, faid he, direét 


your man to walk booted 
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and {purred to-morrow near 
where your horfes are kept, 
and in the mean time they 
{hall be conveyed to Bednal 
green privately where I will 
alfo convey you. 

The next day, in the attire 
of a gentleman, he went, 
with the tailer for his guide, 
through back lanes to Moore 
gate, and thence to Bednal 
green, where, finding his horf- 
es ready, he took leave of 
the honeft tailor, and pro- 
ceeded to his father in law. 
Within two hours after his 
arrival, information was re- 
ceived, that fome of the 
guard were coming there to 
feckfor him. He was immedi- 
ately conveyed toan_ honeft 
farmer’s near the fea fide, 
where he was concealed two 
days. Thence he removed 
to amafter ofa fhip’s houfe 
at Milton fhore, where he 
only waited a wind for his 
departure. While there, he 
hadan opportunity of preach- 
ing to forty or fifty marin- 
ers. His exhortations had 
fuch influence on them, and 
gained him fo much of their 
efteem and refpect, that they 
all refolved to die rather 
than fuffer him to be appre- 
hended. 

When the wind ferved, they 
fet fail, but the fhip was not 
out of fight, before two of 
the guard came down to the 
fhore in order to apprehend 


him. They had a good pat- 


fage, and arrived fafely at 
Antwerp. While at dinner 
at the houfe of Mr. Lock, 
the fecretary to the Englith 
houfe came, and whifpering 
to him, told him that fearch 
was making for him. He 
immediately rofe from din- 
ner, and though it rained 
very faft, went out at the 
gate that leads toward Cleve- 
land, where meeting witha 
waggon, he haftened into it, 
and arrived fafely at Augf- 
burg. He tarried there 
fourteen days, and then trav- 
elledto Strasborough. When 
he had been there a year, his 
wife came to him. While 
there, he had a dangerous 
ficknefs, which continued 
nine menths. and of which 
he did but juft recover. He 
was alfo bereaved of a child, 
who was taken with the 
plague, anddied. His afflic- 
tion was greatly increafed 
by the lofs of his lovely and 
pious wife, who was attack- 
ed with a confumption, and 
expired in hisarms. While 
he remained inStrasborough, 
he was chiefly fupported by 
an Englifh gentleman of 
Kent, one who fuffered exile 
for the fame caufe of Chrift, 
whofe liberality the Doétor 


afterward thankfully repaid. 

After the death of his wife, 
he travelled to Zurich, Switf- 
erland. He had been there 
but five weeks, when intelli- 
gence arrived of Queen Ma 











/ 


ry’s death. At the folicita- 
tion of his friends he return- 
ed to Strafborough, and then 
to England ; arriving at Lon- 
don on the day of Queen 
Elizabeth’s coronation. 

The Queen, for his finga- 
lar piety and learning, advanc- 
ed him to the Bifhopick of 
Worcelter, A.D. 1559. In 
1570 he was removed to the 
Bifhoprick of London, and 
in 1576 he fucceeded Dr. 
Grendall in the Archbifhop- 
rick of York. In all thefe 
places he governed the 
church with fingular pru- 
dence and modefty. He 
was a man, of whom it is 
hard to fay whether he were 
more famous for his great 
learning,oradmirablevirtues. 

He died Aug. 8th, A. D. 
1588, being about 60 years 
old, and was buried in the 
collegiate church of South- 
well, in Nottinghamfhire. 





For the Magazine. 


Mefrs. Editors, 

Ir the following extraét, from 
the * Moral Leflons” of Profeffor 
Gellert, wherein he affectionately 
addreffes his pupils by way of ex- 
hortation, and in a manner which 
ought to make a deep and influential 
impreffion upon all youthful minds, 
be thought worthy of a page in your 
interefting Magazine, it is before 
you for infertion. 


My young F riends, 

“FAIL not to give the 
higheit place in your eftima- 
% 


Profeffor Gellert’s Addre/s te his Pupils. 


tion to the holy {fcriptures, 
that treafure of knowledge 
and truths, which alone can 
make us wife, virtuous, and 
happy; that fource of true 
contentment,: and of the 
greateft confolation in life, 
and at the hour of death.— 
I have taken pains to read 
what the wifeft among the 
ancient philofophers have betft 
thought concerning God, re- 
ligion, and virtue, as well as 
concerning man’s fovereign 
good, and the means of ac- 
quiring tranquillity and peace 
of mind; but 1 can aflure 
you, on myconfcience, that all 
their wifdom, compared with 
the inftructions contained in 
the word of God,is buta 
fhadow and uncertainty; at 
moft, a gloomy light; and 
moft frequently, darknefs, 
folly, iuperftition, and ab- 
{urdity. What the philofo- 
phy of our days, rectified on 
thefe capital points of doc- 
trine, fays moft juit and prop- 
er, is derived from the doc- 
trines of the holy fcriptures. 
Let me here be allowed to 
make an ingenuous confef- 
fion. I have lived fifty years, 
during which I have had ma- 


ny fubjects of joy; none of 


thefe have been more lafiing, 
more innocent, more fatis- 
factory to my heart, than 
thofe | have fought and taft- 
ed in following the counfels 
of religion, whofe mild re- 
ftraints captivated my foul, 
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to Account of the laft hours of Profeffar Gellert. 


This I atteft to be truth on 
my confcience. [have lived 
fifty years, and I have expe- 
rienced many afflictions, but 
I never obtained more light 
in my perplexities, more 
comfort, more confolation, 
more ftrength and courage 
in my troubles, than what I 
have derived from religion : 
and this I atteft on my con- 
{cicnce. [havelived fifty years, 
and have frequently found 
myfelf on the borders of the 
grave; andl have experienced 
that nothing, no, nothing can 
help us to triumph over the 
fears of death, but the divine 
eflicacy of religion in our 
fouls; that nothing is fo 
powerful for ftrengthening 
it in thofe decifive moments, 
inwhichitfees itfelf, not with- 
without emotion, on the con- 
fines of eternity ; and forcalm- 
ing us when our confcience 
rifes up againft us, nothing 
fo eflicacious as faith in our 
divine Saviour and Redeem- 
er: I atteft this as in the 
prefence of God. Oh! if 
the teftimony of a friend, of 
a tutor, can haveany weight 
with you; if mine, my dear 
young friends, can have any 
influence over you, whenev- 
er any prefumptuous reafon- 
er would fet you againft the 
doétrine of our holy fcrip- 
tures; or when the infidel, 
not knowing how to tran- 
quillize his own mind, un- 
dertakes to extinguifh in 


your’s a belief, the holinefs 
of which confounds him: 
Oh! chriftian youth, let him 
never find one amongit you, 
who may dare to defpife 
themofttexcellent of all books, 
and make it the fubject 
cf raillery! The doctrine a- 
eainft which they rail is, nev- 
erthelefs, the hely word of 
God.” P.S. 








SOME ACCOUNT OF THE LAST ILL= 
NESS OF THE LATE PROFESSOR 
GELLERT, OF THE UNIVERSITY 
IN LEIPSIC, GERMANY. 


Durine his laft illnefs, a 
firm, but ever humble confi- 
dence in the mercy of God, 
through Jefus Chrift, appear- 
ed to elevate him above him- 
felf; and melancholy, the 
conftant companion of his 
life, did not dare follow him 
to the confines of eternity. 
He was delivered from his 
apprehenfions, and, never- 
thelefs, preferved a conitant 
fenfe of his imperfections, 
and of his unworthinefs in 
the fight of the Supreme Be- 
ing. He fixed his thoughts 
on the beatitude to which he 
was approaching; and to 
confole his friends, diftracted 
by the conviction that medi- 
cal art tried in vain to pro- 
long his days, he converfed 
with them on the glorious 
profpect before him. 

When Gellert had com- 
pleted his temporal arrange- 
ments, maftering his weak- 














Account of the laft hours of Profeffor Gellert. 


nefs and his pains, he fat up, 
and, uncovering his head, the 
hairs of which already began 
to whiten, he pronounced a- 
loud fuch fervent prayers, 
animated with fo deep a fen- 
timent of humility, of grati- 
tude, and of love for his 
God; his looks, raifed to 
heaven, exprefled fuch a pro- 
found peace, fo celeftial a joy, 
that it feemed to his friends 
as if they faw the image of 
a holy. patriarch, a Jacob on 
his death bed blefling his 
children. He endeavoured 
to recal to his remembrance 
all the particular blefflings he 
had received from Divine 
goodnefs; he  {pecifically 
namedall thofeof his friends, 
who were {till alive, many of 
his abfent difciples, and re- 
commended them in his 
prayers to the divine favour 
and protection. But he did 
not wholly confine himfelf 
- to the bleflings he had re- 
ceived; he recalled to his 
mind his faults, his weak- 
nefles, and that with fuch 
a degree of humility, as pro- 
duced an indelible impreflion 
on the minds of thofe pref- 
ent. This prayer was pro- 
nounced with a weak, but 
very intelligible voice; and 
the fire of devotion, with 
which it was animated, filled 
their eyes with tears, and 
their hearts with a refpect 
for his piety, beyond what 
they ever felt before. 


II 


After having converfed 
and prayed for fome time, he 
fell back on his bed, contin- 
ued his meditations in filence, 
and thus prepared himfelf 
for the converfation of a 
worthy ecclefiaftic, in whom 
he had much. confidence, 
and from whofe hands he 
wifhed to receive the holy 
facrament for the laft time. 
On the entrance of this 
friend, the manner, in which 
Gellert fpoke to him of his 
death, {fhewed that nothing 
difturbed the inward calm of 
his mind. He was very atten- 
tive to all the words uttered. 
b: the pious minifter ; but 
tic hing affected him more, 
nor excited in his heart a 
more lively fentiment of joy, 
than the confideration of 
the infinite love of the Re- 
deemer towards mankind ; 
andthis fentiment was ac- 
companied with the moft 
profound refpect, and the fin- 
cereft humility. When, a- 
monett the paflages of {crip- 
ture fuited to his fituation, 
thefe words, taken from the 
hiftory of Lazarus, were pro- 
nounced; ‘ Lord, behold he 
whom thou loveft is fick ;? pen- 
etrated with the fenfe of this. 
paflage, * Ah! (exclaimed he) 
might I behappyenoughto be 
allowed to apply thefe words 
to myfelf ! His paftor and 
his friend making him fenfi- 
ble that the chriftian, who 
feeks falvation only in the 
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merits of his Saviour, may 
be certain he is the peculiar 
object of his love, he imme- 
diately applied this confoling 
Cah to himfelf : Yes, I 

ope it, O my Saviour, I 
hope that thou loveft me as 
one of thine own. 

The power of thefe fen- 
timents fo far exceeded that 
of his fufferings, that, in the 
midft of the moft violent 
a no complaint fell from 
uis lips; only he requefted 
his friends to pray fer him. 
One of thefe having asked 
him whether he fuffered 
much ? * Moftafluredly,’ re- 
plied the pious fufferer ; ‘ but 
thefe pains are fupportable.’ 
© You have already endured 
many evils with firmnefs and 
refignation,’added his friend, 
‘you will ftill continue to 
fuffer with chriftian forti- 
tude ; that religion, which 
has ftrengthened you during 
your life, will fupport you 
in the hour of death.’ ¢ Alas, 
my dear friend,’ replied Gel- 
Jert,* lama weak man, a 

poor finner ; pray for me, 
that I may not yield to temp. 
tation.” Sincere as was this 
confeflion, as fincerely did 
he think himfelf certain of 
obtaining pardon, through 
the merits of the Redeemer. 
On hearing of his dan- 
eer, Mr. Heyer came to 
Leipfic to fee him; the mo- 
ment Gellert perceived him, 
he faid, ‘This is a truth, and 


worthy to be received of all 
mens that Jefus Chrift came 
into the world to fave fin- 
ners ; this, my dear friend, 
this is my confeflion of faith 
on my death bed. But,’ 
continued he with vifible. 
joy, ‘ mercy has been extend- 
ed to me ; yes, God extends 
his mercy to me; this is 
what I, moreover, acknowl- 
edge ; it is in this hope that 
I live, and am going to die.’ 

He then fet himfelf to exalt. 
ing aloud, and in the moft 
affecting manner, the infinite 
mercy of God. 

Thefe pious difpofitions 
manifefted themfelves partic- 
ularly in his laft communion ; 
and though his illnefs had 
already reduced him to a de- 
plorable ftate, he collected all 
his remaining ftrength, in 
order to acknowledge his 
faults, and make his confef- 
fion of faith ; and the ardent 
zeal, with which he was an- 
imated, muft have abforbed 
at that moment all his fenfe 
of fuffering. He applied to 
himfelf all’ the promifes of 
grace, which the deeply af- 
fected minifter placed before 
him from the gofpel, with 
the utmoft ardour, and with 
atone of voice, which an- 
nounced the celeftial joy, 
with which his heart over- 
flowed ; he called on thofe, 
who witneffed this act of re- 
ligion, to edify themfelves, 
with him, and to celebrate 
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the glory of the divine mer- 
cy. Heat the fame time af- 
fured the minifter, that he 
had never felt fo entirely the 
comfort and dicacy f the 
evangelical promifes; and 
that at this, more than atany 
other time, he felt how much 
thofe are to be pitied, who 
refufe to feek their confola- 
tion in the Saviour’s merits. 

Notwithftanding the vi- 
olence of his diforder, | noth- 
ing could difturb the \cour- 
age and ferenity of his foul ; 
and he difcovered none of 
thofe marks of weaknels, 
which are too often feen\ in 
fimilar circumftances, even 
in true chriftians. 

The phyficians in the 
mean time tried every 
thing their art could fuggett, 
to fave his life. The news 
of his defperate ftate reached 
the Elector: much affected 
by the fituation of this moft 
- ufeful citizen, he ordered 
the able Demiani to go to 
Leipfic, and to join his en- 
deavours with thofe of the 
univerfity phyficians, to fave 
a life he fo much valued, and 
defired to have an exact ac- 
count of the fuccefs of their 
united efforts. Gellert fub- 
mitted to all their experi- 
ments with admirable pa- 
tience and courage ; no com- 
plaint efcaped him, though 
out of four and twenty 
hours he was conitantly o- 
bliged to pafs fixteen under 






the furgeons’ hands. All, 
however, was in vain: nei- 
ther the skill and afliduity 
of his phyficians, the zeal and 
friendfhip, by which they 
were animated, nor the kind 
attention of his fovereign, 
could arreft the departure of 
that life, which every one 
fo ardently wifhed fhould be 
prolonged. Inthe midift of 
the violent pains, attendant 
on an inflammation of the 
bowels, the pious fufferer 
was occupied with the paf- 
fion of his Saviour, who, he 
faid, had fuffered infinitely 
more tc obtain for him the 
pardon of his fins; and _ his 
foul was fo entirely abforbed 
in the contemplation of this 
falutary death,that he appear- 
ed little alive to the fenfe of 
his own fufferings. So much 
ftrength and courage does re- 
ligion communicate to the 
dying chriftian ! 

The frefh proof he re- 
ceived of the intereft taken 
in him by the Elector, on 
the arrival of the phyfician 
belonging to the court, excit- 
ed his gratitude, and he loud- 
ly praifed God for this con- 


folation. ‘ But,’ added he, 
as if fearful of yielding too 


much to the pleafure it gave 
him ; ‘ let us not place ~ our 
truft in princes, they cannot 
help us, however good they 
may be, and whatever defire 
they may have to be ufeful 
tous: my help comes froin 
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God! When M. Demiani 
exprefled tohim the efteem 
and affection the prince had 
for him, and the alarm his 
illnefs occafioned at court, 
Gellert fhed tears of grati- 
tude. He fervently prayed 
for the profperity of fo good 
a fovereign, and for that of 
all his family. The fuffer- 
ings of our Saviour being 
con{tantly in his thoughts, 
he cempared afreth his ftate 
with that of Jefus on the 
crofs; obferving, that mere 
fubject as he was, he died 
honoured with the compaf- 
fion of his prince, whilft the 
Redeemer of mankind had 
not even obtained juftice from 
men. At a moment when the 
diforder feemed to have at- 
tained its height, heexclaimed 
with afigh, ‘ O, what fuffer- 
ings” * But,’ refumed he 
immediately, * what are thofe 
fufferings in comparifon of 
thofe of my Saviour! He 
was reviled by thofe about 
him ; and I, unworthy crea- 
ture, experience the good 
will of my prince !’ Thus he 
intermixed acts of thanks 
for temporal benefits, with 
teftimonics of gratitude for 
the great blefling of redemp- 
tion; and thus in prayers 
continually renewed, he im- 
plored, without ceafing, his 
pardon, and the completion 
of his falvation. His inti- 
mate friends, refident at 


Dreiden, and in particular 


his beloved Wagner, had 
haftened to fee him ; he con- 
foled them with the moft af- 
fecting tendernefs, and re- 
quired from them no other 
office, than that they would 
pray for him,and help him 
to elevate his mind to God, 
when the violence of his dif- 
order fhould make it impofli- 
ble for himto pray himfelf 
with uninterrupted fervour. 
‘I find it difficult,’ faid he, 
‘to follow what is addrefied 
tome; only repeat to me 
the name of Jefus; whenev- 
er [pronounce it, or hear it 
pronounced by others, I feel 
myfelf animated with new 
ftrength, and frefh joy.’ Full 
of thefe fentiments, his deliv- 
erance drew nigh. His ex- 


tenuated body decayed grad- 


ually ; his foul maintained it- 
felf in that happy tranquillity 
arifing from hope. The day 
preceding his death, fome 
hours reft gave him power 
to renew his prayers for his 
fovereign, his relations, his 
friends, and the difciples, 
who had been entrutted to 
his care; he named them 
all, and blefled them. His 
wifhes in their behalf were 
his only return to the world 
he was leaving. At length 
he thought he felt the final 
approaches of death, and 
wifhed to know of his friends 
how much longer he might 
have to ftruggle with it. On 
being anfwered, perhaps an’ 
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hour ; ‘ God be praifed,’ faid 
he, with looks of joy, and 
raifing his hands, ‘ only one 
more hour ? Then with a 
ftillmore ferene countenance, 
he turned on his fide, prayed 
to God in filence, and in the 
midft of this prayer, and 
thofe of all prefent, who fur- 
rounded his bed, he fiept the 
fleep of death on the 13th of 
December, 1769, at mid- 
night. 


ae 


THE CAPTIVE DAMSEL ; 


@R THE STORY OF THE LITTLE 
MAID, WHO WAS CARRIED CAP- 
TIVE FROM THE LAND OF ISRAEL 
INTO SYR Assos ILLUSTRATED 
AND IMPROVED, 


Betweern the kingdoms 
of Ifrael and Syria there were 
almoft perpetual wars ; thefe 
were carried on in various 
manner, and with various 
fuccefs. In a war of a pre- 
- datory kind, fome compa- 
nies of the Syrians had made 
incurfions into the land of 
Ifrael, and returned with 
{poil and captives. Among 
thefe was a little maid, who, 
for reafons, which indeed do 
not appear, was diltinguith- 
edamong her fellow prifon- 
ers, and felected by Naaman, 
the captain of the hoft, to be 
his fervant. Her years and 
her amiableneis prevented 
her being afligned to inferi- 
or fervice, and raifed her to 
the odice of waiting maid to 


Naaman’s wife. In this fit- 
uation, the fecret hiftory and 
private circumftances of her 
diftinguifhed mafter and mif- 
trefs could not long be con- 
cealed from her. She foon 
perceived that her matter, 
though a fuccefsful warriour, 
and in honour with his fove- 
reign, was groaning under 
an offenfive and incurable 
leprofy. Commiferating his 
fituation, and probably hear- 
ing her miftrefs lamenting 
and bewailing it, in fome of 
the feafons of her attending 
upon her, fhe ventures to ex- 
prefs the benevolence of her 
heart, and fay; ‘ Would 
God, my Lord were with 
the prophet, that isin Sama- 
ria ; for he would recover 
him of his leprofy.” This 
little maid was, doubtlefs, a 
child from one of the fami- 
lies in Hrael, that retained 
the'worthip of the true God, 
in the midft of their general 
idolatry and corruption, a 
defcendant of fome of the 
feven thoufand, who had 
not bowed the knee to Baal, 
but honoured and refpected 
the prophets of the Lord.— 
She had been inftructed in 
the principles of religion, and 
feems to have proiited by 
them beyond what could 
have been expected from her 
years; nay, the fpirit fhe dii- 
covers, and the infercices 
fhe draws from what fhe had 
feen and known, indicate 
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that religion had taken pof- 
feflion of her foul. ‘The 
prophet Elifha hadnot in any 
inftance, that we know of, 
healed the leprofy, and re- 
ftored the leper ; but he had 
performed miracles of mercy, 
that led her to conclude that 
this alfo was within his com- 
miflion ; and while fhe felt 
delirous of fo great a bleffing 
for her matter, fhe doubted 
not but that the benevolence 
of the prophet would beftow 
it. How much of the fpirit 
of genuine piety appears in 
the temper and conduct of 
this little girl ! How are the 
feelings of nature for the 
wrong that was done her by 
her captors, loftin her amia- 
ble concern for the relief of 
her mafter? She was torn 
from her friends, carried off 
by martial force, reduced to 
flavery ; yet, inftead of in- 
dulging mopifh melancholy, 
or fullen obftinacy...inftead of 
cherifhing fentiments of re- 
venge, or rejoicing in the ca- 
lamity of herenemies,and im- 
precating evil upon them, fhe 
cheerfully performs the du- 
ties of her ftation, enters ten- 
derly into the fuffering cir- 


 cumftances of the family, in 


which fhe is placed, fympa- 
thizes with them, and withes 
that her country may repay 
the injury and infult that fhe 
had received, by conferingthe 
greateft blefling on her maf- 
ter. ‘ Would God, my 


Lord were with the prophet, 
that isin Samaria; for he 
would recover him of his 
leprofy.” What a bright ex- 
ample for thofe, that are in 
her {tation and condition in 
life! How greatly would de- 
meftic happinefs be increaf-_ 
ed, if thofe, who are waited 
upon, and thofe, who wait, 
pofleffed the faith and {pirit 
of this little maid, recipro- 
cally wifhing, and ftudying 
to promote each other’s com- 
fort ! 

There muft have been 
fomething peculiarly com- 
manding attention in the dif- 
pofitien and conduct of this 
little girl, otherwife we can 
by no means account for the 
impreflion that her benevo- 
lent wifh made upon her 
matter and miftrefs. Naam- 
an, as foon as he was inform- 
ed of it, refolved to go and 
feek the prophet. He fet 
out with a retinue becoming 
his rank and dignity, and 
with fuch prefents as would 
command the utmoft exer- 
tions of one, who was influ- 
enced. by finifter and felfifh 
views, which, by the men of 
the world are always imput- 
ed to the fervants of God. 
He found the refidence of the 
prophet, and at his door was 
met with a meflenger from 
the prophet, directing him 
to go and wath feven times 
in Jordan, with a promife 
that his leprofy fhould be » 








healed, and he fhould be 
clean. This uncourtly re- 
ception, and, in Naaman’s 
apprehenfion, ridiculous pre- 
{cription, had well nigh prov- 
éd fatalto the objects of his 
journey. Indignant.at the 
treatment of the prophet, 
and the fimplenefs of tlie 
means prefcribed, he turned 
his horfes towards Syria, 
and was, going home in a 
Tage. But his fervants, 
cooler, if not wifer, than 
their mafter, drew near, and 
expoftulated with him, fay- 
ing, “My father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do 
fome great thing, wouldft 
thou not have done it? How 
much rather then, when he 
faith to thee, wafh and be 
clean ?” Words fo fitly {pok- 
en could fcarce fail of their 
effect. Naaman felt the 
force of them, went and 
dipped . himfelf feven times 
in Jordan, according to the 
direction of the prophet, 
and his flefh carne again like 
the flefh of a little child, and 
he wasclean. Aftonifiment 
and. admiration fucceed an- 
ger; with atemper, borders 
ing on adoration, Naaman 
returns to the prophet, and 
profeffes his full conyiction 
that Jehovah was the. true 
God, and that there was no 
God befide him; and. de- 
clares his fixed refolution 
that he would henceforth 
worfhip no other God. He 
C 
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urges upon the pr. phet the 
liberal prefents he had bro’t, 
which the prophet generouf- 
ly and petfeveringly refufed ; 
but granted, at the requeft 
of Naaman, a mule’s burden 
of the earth of Ifrael, to form 
an altar in Syria, on which 
to offer facrifice to Jehovah. 
Thus, Naaman returned _per- 
fectly cured of his leprofy, a 
convert to the Jews’ religion, 
and carried the khowledge 
and worthip of the true God 
into kis own country, and, 
we would fondly hope, be- 
came a fubject of grace, and 
heir of glory. All this. good 
was the refult of the appar- 
enitly incidental information 
of this little girl. What :a 
revenue of praife to God! 
What a harveft of good to 
man! That fhe was able to 
give this information, was 
the refult of the early relig« 
ious education, that fhehad 
received. The care of her 
parents or guardians, in in- 
ftruéting her in the prina- 


ples of the Jewith religion, 


bringing her acquainted with 
the prophet, his inftructions 
and miracles, feems to have 
been the mean of her diftinc- 
tion among her fellow prifon- 


ers, of her eafe and amiable- 
nefs in her captivity, of the 


healing and converfion of her 
mafter, and of the introduc- 
tion of the knewledge and 
worfhip of the true. God into 
Syria. And fhall we not, 
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chriftian reader, from the 
{tory of this little maid, re- 
ceive motives and argu- 
ments of impofing influence, 
toexcite ustoattend to the re- 
ligious inftruction of our 
children ? A duty, which it 
is too notorious is very 
greatly neglected, tothe in- 
jury of our children, of foci- 
ety, and of the interefts of 
Chrift’s kingdom in the 
world. 

If we regard only the pref- 
ent reputation, comfort and 
happinefs of our children, 
in what way can we, 
with fo much probability of 
fuccefs, fecure thefe, as by 
giving them a religious edu- 
cation, and early imprefling 
their minds with a fenfe 
of the being and govern- 
ment of God, and of the 
truth and excellency of our 
holy religion in its doctrines 
and duties? We know not 
what our children may be, 
nor into what {tations Provi- 
dence may call them ; but 
the fear of God, and the 
influence of his grace and 
truth, will be the beft prepar- 
ative for every ftation. 

The revolutions and chang- 
es, that every year produces, 
render it far from impoffi- 
blethat our children fhould 
be in the {tation of this little 
maid. How much would 


the fear and love of God, 
the reftraints of grace upon 
their paflions and appetites, 


and its influence upon their 
temper, difpofition, ahd con- 
duct, minifter to their repu- 
tation, comfort, and ufeful- 
nefs! Is there not reafon to 
believe, that this was the 
caufe of the diftinction and 
comfort of the little maid 
with Naaman? But if our 
children fhould not be reduc- 
ed to a ftate of fervitude, or 
be dependant upon others 
for their fupport, they may 
be reduced to the ftraits of 
poverty, at fome more ad- 
vanced period of their pil- 
grimage. What can minif- 
ter more to their reputation 
and comfort, than practically 
to believe the difpofing and 
governing providence of 
God ? to fubmit with meck- 
nefsto his difpofal, and in 
the difcharge of duty with 
humble confidence to hope 
and wait for his falvation ? 
With peace of confcience for 
their pillow, contentment 
for their daily fare, the right- 
eoufnefs of faints for their 
clothing, the graces of the 
{pirit and the temper and 
converfation of the gofpel 
for their ornaments, they 
cannot be greatly wretched. 
They may look up to many 
rich and voluptuous charac- 
ters with commiferation, 
who may look down upon 
them with envy; for a man’s 
life does not confift m the 
abundance of the things, 
which he poflefles. God’s 











favour is life, and his loving 
kindnefs is better than life. 

If, on the other hand, God, 
in his providence fhould 
grant our children worldly 
profperity, pour the riches of 
this world into their laps, 
and raife them to eminent 
{tations ; what affords fo 
great fecurity againft the 
inares and temptations, the 
follies and indifcretions, of 
thofe flippery places, as the 
knowledge, fear, and love of 
God? Where can you find 
fo powerful an incentive to 
the faithful difcharge of the 
duties of thofe ftations, as a 
principle of real piety affords, 
a confcioufnefs that we muft 
account for all the talents we 
have received, and be judged 
according to the deeds done 
in the body? Godlinefs 
hath the promife of the life 
that now. is.—If we regard 
only the interefts of our chil- 
dren, and their. interefts on- 
ly in the prefent life, we can- 
not juftify a neglect of a very 
careful religious education of 
them. But the evil con- 
fequences of fuch neglect 
are infinitely heightened by 
confidering its probable ef- 
fect upon their future ever- 
lafting interefts. 

PHILOS TECHNOON. 
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CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 
No. LV. 


In the chriftian world, it 
is very generally cuftomary 
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to obtain baptifm for infants. 
Some do this merely as a 
matter of fafhion or decen- 
cy ; and fome from a mifta- 
ken idea of the amazing efli- 
cacy, which this. ordinance 
has on the child’s {fpiritual 
{tate. But however they 
may vary in their firft mo- 
tives, they generally agree in 


their total siegleét of all the. 


practical ufes of baptifm. 
They do not confider them- 
felves as. lain under obliga- 
tion to. ufe all poflible exer- 
tions, that their children may 
be conformed to the fpirit 
and defign of that religion, 


into which they are baptized. — 


They do not, with fuitable 
fidelity, teach them the doc- 
trines of Chrift, nor dire& 
their attention to his perfon, 
his examples, his death, and 
his atonement. They do 
not itrive, with becoming 
zeal and addrefs, to counter- 
act the firft exercifes of 
haughtinefs, revenge and 
pride 3 ; and to lead them to 
imitate the meekne/s and gen- 
tlenefs of Chrifz. ‘Vhey fre- 
guently cherifh and applaud, 
in their children, thofe difpo- 
fitions, which are in direét 


contrariety to the meek, bee 


nevolent and forgiving doc. 
trines of the gefpel. They 


do not bring them up as. 


children of the church, babes 
in Chrift, and lambs of his 
flock: nor do they ftudy 
their particular tempers, nor 
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20 Contentment. 


take advantage of occafions 
and circumftances, te pour 
into their minds a knowl. 
edge of truth, and to imprefs 
them with its weight. 

Be not conformed to this 
world. \fit be of any im- 
portance, that children 
fhould be initiated into the 
church by baptifm, it is ftill 
more fo, that they fhould be 
formed after the pattern of 
that religion, into which 
they arebaptized. This or- 
dinance is the fign or token 
of that inward purity, to 
which the gofpel is defigned ; 
to bring us. Jt is not the put- 
ting away of the filth of ‘the 
fielb, but the anfwer of a good 
confcience. Parents ought 
not therefore to be content- 
ed with the form, the out- 
ward ordinance, without do- 
ing whatever is in their pow- 
er, towards bringing their 
children to the knowledge 
and love of Chrift. "As pub- 
lic inftruétors are ordained . 
to aflift the devotions of the * 
church, and to declare the 
doéirines and duties of the 
gofpel, fo ought the private 
chriftian. to officiate as_prieft 
in his own houfe, explaining 
the doctrines, enforcing 
the duties of religion, and 
{preading before the Lord 
the fituation and wants of 
his family. 


LEIGHTON. 


F er the Magazine. 


ON CONTENTMENT. 
No. I, 


Ir is not an uncommon 
thing for perfons to be dif- 
truftful of divine Providence, : 
and to be of an uneafy, im- 
patient difpofition, under its 
allotments. But few, com- 
paratively, feem. to poflefs 
that calm and contented 
mind, which is fo much the 
duty, and fo much the orna- 
ment of chriftianity. Among 
all clafles of men difcontent 
is admitted, and by fome of 
all ranks and conditions is 
indulged. The rich, the 
honourable,andthe great,are 
not always free from it ; but 
are fometimes harafled with 
it, even more than the poor, 
the deftitute, and the defpif- 
ed. Wherever it is found 
prevailing, it is no lefs, the 
unhappinefs, than it is the 
oat of thofe, who indulge 

To murmur againit the 
Aifpentstions of Providence, 
or to be difcontented and 
fretful under fuch things as 
areallotted us in life, is incon- 
fiftent both with the dictates 
of reafon, and the fpirit of 
chriftianity. And yet how 
often are fuch murmuring 
and difcontent to be found 
among men ? How few have 


- learned,with theapoftle Paul, 


to be contented in whatfo- 
ever fituation Providence is 


pleafed to place them? The 
apoftle Paul, though he paff- 

ed through a great variety of 
fcenes, though hardfhips and 
fuffcrings attended him, and 
he was in bonds, imprifon- 
ments and neceflities often, 
yet he learned to be content, 

learned the divine art of 
bringing his mind to his 
condition, and of making 
the beft of thofe circumftan- 
ces, into which he was 
broughtin thecourfe ofdivine 
Providence. He could fay, 

I have learned, in whatfoever 
fate I am, therewith to be con- 
tent. I know both how to be 
abafed, and I knew how to a- 
bound ; every where and in all 
things, I am inftrugted both to 
be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and ta fuffer need :— 
fo that, however his. out- 
ward condition varied, he 
could maintain an even dif- 
pofition of mind, accommo- 
~ dating himfelf to what was 
allotted him. When he a- 
bounded and was full, ae could 
carry fuch an equal frame of 
{fpirit, as not to be led away 
with pride, luxury, or. abufe 
of the good things conferred 
upon him; and -when he 
was aba/ed, hungry and /uffer- 
ed want, as was fometimes 
the cafe, he, could accommo- 
date himfelf to his condi- 
tion, fo as not to be_ over- 
come by the temptations of 
it, either to Jofe his comfort 
in God, to diftruft his Prov- 
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idence, or to take. any’ un- 
lawful courfes to. obtain re- 
lief. He could fubmit to cir- 
cumftances:of. poverty. and 
affliction, when.called there- 


to, as well as: maintain a fuit-. 


able frame of mind ina ftate 


of wealth and profperity ; 


having /earned, in .whatfoever 
fate be was, therewith to be 
content. 

I fhall take sanetiin there- 
fore, from. the example of 
the apoftle, and. from fome 
other confiderations, to rec- 
ommend the ante © of content- 
ment. 

By contentment, we are not 
to Ne that eafy, care- 
lefs, unconcerned difpofition, 
which many. difcover, who 
are unmoved by fuch things, 
as they ought to be affected 
with ; but we are to under- 
ftand- that acquiefcence of 
mind in the portion of out- 
ward things allotted us, and 
that cheerful fubmiflion to 


the, difpenfations of provi- 


dence, which arifes from a 
due fenfe of thediviue per- 
fections,and of. the equity, 
wifdem and goodnefs of the 
divine government. 
contented implies; our being 
willing to take. that place, 
and to be in thofe circum- 
ftances, in. which God is 
pleafed'to fix us. It is to be 
fo fatisfied with our condi- 
tion, as that anxiety is not 
allowed to difturb our minds, 
nor delires of chanze to 
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trouble our fpirits,or difcom- 
pofe us in the’ difcharge of 
duty. To becontented ac- 
cording to the divine re- 
quirement, is to entertain all 
occurrences of life, even the 
moft adverfe difpenfations 
of heaven, not only with pa- 
tience and refignation....not 
only with collection and 
compofure, but with real 
complacency and cheerful- 

nefs of mind, counting it alt 
joy, not only when we meet 
with the {miles of profperity, 
but, as the apoftle exprefles 
it, when we fall into divers 
temptations or trials, knowing 
that the trying of our faith. 
worketh patience, and that pa- 
tience worketh experience, and 
experience hope, which maketh 
not afhamed. As all things 
are wifely ordered out, and 
are madeto work together 
for good to them who love 
God, we have never reafon 
to be uneafy or difcontented 
with our condition, whatev- 
erit may be in the courfe of 
divine Providence. If we 
feel that difpofition, which 
we ought to feel, a ftate of 
adverfity or affi@ion will be 
as good, and may be even 
better for us, than a ftate of 
worldly comfort and _prof- 
perity. And, therefore, iz 
whatfoever ftate we are, it be- 
comes us therewith to be con- 


tent. 
More narticularly, that we 
might be led to exercife con- 
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tentment with the condition 
allotted us, and to feel duly 
refigned under all events 
that take place refpecting us, 
let us confider the following 
things viz. 

~ That God, whois the 
ms! Creator, fole Proprie- 
tor, and fupreme Governor 
of all things, has a fovereign 
right to aflign every man his 
{tation, and to allot every 
one his portion in life, as he 
judges fit. Beinginfinite in 
wifdom, and boundlefs in 
soodnels, he both knows 
better than we do ourfelves 
what condition is fitteft. for 
us, and will be fure to ap- 


point us what he fees, upon 


the whole, to be beft and 
moft convenient. And, 
therefore, we have always 
reafon to. beeafy and content- 
ed, and even to rejoice, in 
that our concerns are lodged 
in hishands. Were the or- 
dering of our condition, 
were the management of 
our affairs, put into our own 
power, and left at our own 
difpofal, it would not be fo 
good nor fo fafe for us. 

It is natural for mankind 
to think, that it would be 
better, efpecially in fome re- 
{pects, to have things left 
more at their own choice 
and difpofal; that if they 
might carve out their own 
condition, they could make 
the moft admirable provifion 
for themfelves ; that if, at 





their own will, they might 
raife their fortune to fuch a 
pitch, o: place themfelves in 
fuch a ftation of worldly 
pleafure, honouror authority, 
they fhould be happy indeed, 
and fhouid have it in their 
power to do much more 
good in the world; and that, 
therefore, it would be beft 
to have things thus left at 
their own difpofal. But, a- 
las ! they weigh not the fub- 
ject properly. They do not 
confider how many incon- 
veniences would follow upon 
their being thus left to 
choofe for themfelves. They 
neither know nor realize 
what dangers and difficulties 
they might meet with, or 
what {nares and temptations 
would lie in the way of their 
choice. They confider not 
how their humours and paf- 
fions would be apt to vary 
with their circumftances, nor 
how their everlafting inter- 
efts might be endangered by 
a change of their condition. 
They confider not that a ftate 
of wealth and profperity is 
oftentimes attended with 
pride, luxury, forgetfulnefs 
of God and duty, and fome- 
times with covetoufnefs and 
and fuch defires of adding 
ftillto their ftore, as make 
men truly unhappy, in the 
midft of all their poffeffions. 
They are not duly’ fenfible 
how dangerous a thing it is 
to be litted up among the 
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great, the noble and the 
mighty, who always lie ex- 
pofed to the malice and en- 
vy of others, and who need 
ufea great deal of circum- 
{fpection and care, to fecure 
their virtue, and keep them- 
felves from falling.—Seeing, 
then, that the moft flatter- 
ing conditions men can pro- 
pofe to themfelves, or could 
put themfelves into, were it 
left to their own choice, 
would be fo likely to make 
them wretched, it is certain- 
ly much more prudent, as 
well as much more pious, 
to refign up our choice to 
the providence of God, to 
acquiefce in his difpofal, and 
to think thofe circumftances 
moft proper, in which he is 
pleafed to place us. For, 
were God to give way to 
the importunity of our com- 
plaints, and grant us all our 
wifhes and requefts refpect- 
ing our outward condition 
in life, it would moft likely 
prove both our mifery here, 
and our ruin hereafter. Af- 
fured may we be, that it is 
infinitely beft the govern- 
ment of our circumftances 
in life fhould bein the hands 


of God. He has a perfect 


knowledge of our capacities 
and inclinations, and clearly 
difcerns what effect every 
condition would have upon 
us. He forefees what mife- 
ries we fhould plunge into, 
if we were trufied to choofe 
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4 Prefident Edwards’ Refolutions. 


forourfelves..:.6n what rocks 
we fhould run, if we were 
left to fteer our own courfe 
m hfe; and, therefore, in 
pure mercy and goodnefs, he 
reftrains us from fo danger- 
bus 4 fréedom, denies us our 
hurtful wifhes, and, as it 
were, makes us happy againft 
our natural inclinations.— 
Being then much more fe- 
cure in ‘God’s hands, than 
we fhould be in our own, 
how unreafonable, how un- 
grateful muft it be, to mur- 
mur at his-allétments, and 
to be diflatisfied with thofe 
things, which are the refult 
of his wifdom and goodnefs? 
Nay, how highly does it be- 
come us to be eafy with his 
government, to rejoice that 
the Lord reigns, and in what- 
foever ftate we are, therewith 
to be content. 
PAULINUS. 


PRESIDENT EDWARDS RESO- 
LUTIONS. 


“Few men of the prefent 
agé have been more diftin- 


-guifhed for deep erudition, 


fervent piety, extenfive ufe- 
fulnefs and fuccefs in the 
miniftry, than Prefident Ed- 
wards, It is interefting and 
inftructive to trace the fteps 
and the means,by which fuch 
men arrived at eminence, 
Wherin they followed Chrift, 
their example ought ftrongly 
to influence and excite us to 


go and do likewife. The fol- 
lowing refolutions, extracted 
from the private writings of - 
‘Mr. Edwards and.publifhed 


‘in his life, develope a number 


of traits in his character, and 
difcover fome of the various © 
means whith he employed to 
increafehis knowledge, grace 
and ufefulnefs. From his dia- 
ry, thefe refolutions appear to 
have been formed in the 
early part of life, not all at 
one time, but as occafions 
fuggefted ; not in hafte, but 
after mature deliberation ; 
not in his own ftrength, but 
depending on the grace of 
Chrift to enable him to car 
fy them. into execution ; 
once made, they were notim- 
mediately laid afide, or for- 
gotten ; but were the rules 
of hislife, to which he endeav- 
oured conftantly to adhere. 
‘They, doubtlefs, were of fer- 
vice to him,.and may be to 
others, who have earneftly 
fet their faces heaven-ward. 


His Refolutions. 

Being fenfible that I am 
unable to do any thing with- 
out God’s help, Ido humbly 
intreat him by his grace to 
enable me to keep thefe ref- 
olutions, fo far as they are 
agreeable to his will, for 
Chrift’s fake. 

Remember to read _ovet 
thefe refolutions once a 
week. 


1. Refolved, That I will 





Prefident Edwards’ Refolutions. 


do whatfoever I think to be 
moft for God’s glory, and 
my own good, profit and 
pleafure in the whole of my 
duration, without any con- 
fideration, whether now, or 
never fo many myriads.of a- 
ges hence. Refolved to do 
this, whatever I think to be 
my duty, and moft for the 
good and advantage of man- 
kind in general. Refolved 
to do this, whatever difficul- 
ties I meet with, how many 
and how great foever. 

2. Refolved, To be con- 
tinually endeavouring to find 
out fome new invention and 
contrivance to promote the 
forementioned things. 

3. Refolved, Never to do 
any manner of thing whether 
in foul or body, lefs or more, 
but what tends to the glory 
of God; nor be, nor fuffer 
it, if I can avoid it. 

4. Refolved, Never to lofe 
one moment of time; but 
improve it the moft profita- 
ble way I poffibly can. 

5. Refolved, To live with 
all my might, while I do 
live. 

6. Refolved, Never todo 
any thing, which I fhould be 
afraid to do, if it were the 
laft hour of my life. 

7. Refolved, To think 
much on all occafions of my 
own dying, and of the com- 
mon circumftances, which 
attend death. 

8. Refolved, When I think 

» 


4$ 


of any theorem in divinity 
to be folved, immediately to 
do what I can towards folv- 
ing it, if circumftances do 
not hinder. 

g. Refolved, To be en- 
deavouring to find out fit 
objects of charity and liber- 
ality. 

1o. Refolved, Never to do 
any thing out of revenge. 

11. Refolved, never to 
{uffer the leaft motions of an- 
ger to irrational beings. 

12. Refolved, That I will 
live fo as I fhall with I had 
done when I come to die. 

13. Refolved, To live fo at 
all times, as I fhall think beft 
in my moft devout frames, 
when I have cleareft no- 
tions of things of the gofpel, 
and another world. 

14. Refolved, ‘To maintain 
the ftri¢teft temperance in 
eating and drinking. 

15. Refolved, Never to 
do any thing, which, if I 
fhould fee in another, I 
fhouldcount a juft eccafion 
to defpife him for, or to think 
any way the more meanly of 
him. 

16. Refolved, Whenever 
Ido any confpicuoufly evil 
action, to trace it backs, till I 
come to the original caufe ; 
and then both carefully en- 
deavour todo fono more,and 
to fight and pray with al] my 
might againit the original of 
if. 

17. 


Refolved, To Rudy 
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the fcriptures fo fteadily, con- 
ftantly and frequently, that 
I may find and plainly per- 
ceive myfelf to grow in the 
knowledge of the fame. 

18. Reéfolved, To ftrive 
to the utmoft every week to 
be brought higher in reli- 
gion, and to a higher exercife 
ef grace, than I was the 
week before. 

19. Refolved, To be ftriét- 
ly and firmly faithful to my 
truit, that that in Prov. xx. 6, 
A faithful man who can find ? 
may not be partly fulfilled in 
me, 

20. Refolved, Always to 
do what I can towards mak- 
ing, maintaining and eftab- 
lifhing peace, when it can be 
without overbalancing detri- 
ment in other refpects. 

21. Refolved, Ig narra- 
tions, never to {peak any 
thing but the pure and fim- 
ple verity. 

22. Refolved, Never to 
{peak evil of any, except I 
have fome particular good 
call fer it. 

23. Refolved, To enquire 
every night, as I am going 
to bed, wherein I have been 
negligent, what fin I have 
committed, and wherein I 
have denied myfelf : alfo at 
the end of every week, 
month and year. 

24. Refolved, Never to 
{peak any thing that is ridic- 
ulous, or matter of laughter 
on the Lord’s day. 


25. Refolved, Never to de 
any thing that I fo much 
queftion the lawfulnefs of, 
as that I intend, at the fame 
time, to examine afterwards, 
whether it be lawful or no; 
except I as much queftion 
the lawfulnefs of the omif- 
fion. 

26. Refolved, To afk my- 
felf at the end of every day, 
week, month, and year, 
wherin I could have done bet- 
ter. 

27. Refolved, Frequently 
to renew the dedication of 
myfelf to God, which was 
made at my baptifm ; which 
Ifolemnly renewed, when I 
was received into the com- 
munion of the church ; and 
which I have folemnly re- 
madethis 12 Jan. 1722—3. 

28. Refolved, Never hence 
forward, till I die, to act as 
if I were any way my own, 
but entirely and altogether 
God’s. 

29. Refolved, Never to al- 
low the leaft meafure of any 
fretting uneafinefs at my 
father or mother : Refolved 
to fuffer no effects of it, fo 
much as in the leaft altera- 
tion of {peech, or motion of 
my eye: and to be efpecial- 
ly careful of it, with refpec& 
to any of our family. 

30. Refolved, To endeav- 
our tomy utmoft to deny 
whatever is not moft agree- 
able to a good, and univer- 
fally {weet and benevolent, 
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quict, peaceable, contented, 
eafy, compaflionate, gener- 
ous, humble, meek, modett, 
fubmiflive, obliging, diligent 
and induftrious, charitable, 
even, patient, moderate, for- 
giving, fincere temper; and 
to do at all times what fuch 
temper would lead me to: 
Examine ftrictly every week 
whathex I have done fo. 

» Refolved, Conitantly, 


with the utmoft nicenefs and: 


diligence,andtheftrictetticru- 
tiny, to be looking into the 
{tate of my foul, that. I may 
know whether T have. truly 
an intereft in Chrift. or no ; 
that when I come to die, I 
may not have any negli- 


gence refpecting this to re- 


pent of. 


32. Refolved, That I will 


a fo as I think I fhall judge 
would have been beft, and 
moft prudent, when I come 
into the future world. 

_ _ 33. I frequently hear per- 
fons in old age fay how they 
would live, if they were to 
live their lives over again : 
Refolved, that I will live juft 
fo, as I can think I fhall with 
I had. done, fuppofing | live 
to old age. 

34. ‘Whenever I hear 
any thing fpoken in con- 
verfation of any _ perfon, 
if I think it would-be praife- 
worthy in me, Refolved to 
endeavour to imitate it. 

35. Refolved, To endeav- 


a" 


our to my utmoft to a¢t asf 
can think I fhould- do, if L 
had already feen the happi- 
nefs of heaven, and hell tor- 
ments. 

36. Refolved, Never to 
give over, nor in the leaft to 
flacken my fight with my 
corruptions, however unfuc- 
cefsful J may be. 

37. Refolved, When I fear 
misfortunes and. adverfities, 
to examine whether I have 
done my duty, and refolve 
to.do it ; and let it be juft 
as providence orders it, I will. 
as far.as I can, be. concerned 
about nothing but my duty 
and my fins. 

38. Refolved, Never to do 
any thing but duty ; and: 
then, according to Eph. vi. 
6, 7, 8, do it willingly and 
cheerfully as unto the Lerd,, 
and not to man;. know- 
ing, that whatever good. 
thing any man doth, thefame. 
fhall he receive of the Lord. 

g- Refolved, Very much 
to exercife myfelf in this all 
my life long, viz. with the 
greatelt opennefs I am capa- 
ble of, to declare my ways to. 
God, and. lay open my foul 
to. him ; ; all my fins, tempta- 
tions, difficulties, forrows, 
fears, hopes, defires, and eve- 
ry thing, and. every circum. 
{tance, according to Dr. Man- 
ton’s 27th fermon on the 
119th Pfalm. 

40 Refolved, After afflic. 
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tions, to inquire what I am 
the better for them, what 
good I have got by them, and 


whatI might have got by 
them, 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


F vous the Chriftian Obferver. 


THE DEATH-BEDOF A FREE-THINK- 
ER, EXEMPLIFIED IN THE LAST 
HOURS OF THE HONOURABLE 
FRANCIS NEWPORT, SON TO THE 
LATE LORD NEWPORT. 


A\r fixteen, the honourable Fran- 
cis Newport was fent to the Uni- 
verfity, perfeétly acquainted with the 
Latin and Greek languages : where 
he continued five years, and behaved 
fo agreeably to his religious educa- 
tion, that he was looked upon as a 
bleffing and ornament to his family. 

At twenty-one, he came to Lon- 
don and entered himfelf at , to 
ftudy the law, Hi: new acquaint- 
ance began to rally him for his re- 
ligion: to whom he would fay, 
“Gentlemen, you who pretend to 
reafon, cannot count laughter a con- 
clufive argument ; if religion be fo 
abfurd, as you would have me be- 
lieve, why do not you give fome 
fair reafons againitit ?”? This fome 
of therm would attempt ; and though 
their arguments at firft were as un- 
{uccefsful as their raillery, yet the 
poifon funk by degrees, and at lait 
tainted him as deeply as_themfelves. 
He was adopted into their fociety, 
which met to lay down rules for be- 
ing fo critically wicked, that the 
law fhould not be able to take hold 
of them. He had too much pru- 
dence to lay himfelf open: he ftill 
kept a fair correfpondence with his 
friends, and in ftrange places was fo- 
ber and referved ; but in fecret, and 
among his acquaintance, he was as 
wicked as good parts, abundance of 
temptations, and a fair eitate, enabled 
him to be. 





On November 30, 1692, he wae. 
iil ; and found, notwithftanding all 
his precautions, that he had not fhook 
off the expe¢tations of another life. 

This made him throw himlfelf up- 
on a bed, and break out into thet 
expreifions ; “ Whence this war in 
my breaft ? What argument is there 
new to aflift me againft matter of 
fa&t ? Dol affert that there is no 
hell, while I feel one in my own bo- 
fom ? Am I certain there is no after« 
retribution, when I feel a prefent 
judgment ? Do I affirm my foul to 
be as mortal as my body, when this 
languifhes, and that is vigorous as 
ever? O! that any one could re- 
ftore me to my ancient guard of pi- 
ety and innocence! Wretch that I 
am ! whither fhall I fly from this 
breaft ? what will become of me ?”’ 

One of his old companions coming 
in, faid ** How new, brother ! why 
this ? why this melancholy pofture ? 
what is the matter ?”? He replied, 
“It is you and your companions, 
who have inflilled your principles in- 
to me, which now, when I have mott 
need of them, leave me in confufion 
and defpair, What advice or com- 
fort have you now to fortify me with, 
againft the fearful expeCtations of a- 
nother life ? Are you fure that the 
foul is material and mortal, and that 
it will diffolve with the body ?”” «So 
certain,”’ replied the no “ that I 
venture my whole upon it.’’ 

Here I interrupted them by com- 
ing into the room; and, applying 
myfelf to the fick perfon, told him, 
I was a ftranger to him, but hearing 
he was ill, I thought it my duty to 
offer him what fervice I was capable 
of. “I thank you,” fays he; « [ 


Celiye ycu to engage that gentleman, 
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that fits there, and prove to him 
that the foul is not matter, nor mor- 
tal,” This I endeavoured todo by 
feveral arguments ; to which the 
fick gentleman anfwered only with 
a figh, whilft his friend made hatte 
out of the room. I was furprized 
at fuch an effeét, and defired to 
know the reafon, “ Alas! fir,’ 
faid he, “* you have undeceived me 
too late ; I was afraid of nothing 
fo much as the immortality of the 
foul : now you have aflured me of 
that, you have afcertained me of a 
hell, and a portion among thofe, who 


have apoflatized from their religion, 


You have now fealed my damnation, 
by giviog me an earneft of it; I 
mean an awakened confejence, that 
brings my fins into remembrance, 
by reckoning up the numerous cata- 
logue, for which I muft goand give 
an account. QO! apoftate wretch, 
from what hopes art thou fallen ! 
O that I had never known what re- 
ligion was ; then I had never denied 
my Saviour, nor been fo black an 
heir of perdition !”’ 

I ftood {peechlefs fome time at the 
ftrange expreflions ; but, as foon as 
I could recollect myfelf, faid, * Sir, 
I would have you take care how you 
violate the mercy of God, and think 
fo lightly of the fufferinigs of Curisr, 
as if they were not fufficient for the 
redemption of the greateft finners, 
This may be a delufion of the devil. 
Tf you are convinced the foul is im- 
mortal, I hope it is to a-good end ; 
if you had died ignorant of it, you 
had been miferably undeceived in a- 
nother world ; now you have fome 
time to prepare for your welfare.” 

To which he replied —* As to the 
mercies of Gop in Curist, 1 once 
knew and tafted what they were ; 
which is now part of my curfe, in 
that I am now fenfible of my lofs ; 
they are, I grant you, fufficient for 
thoie, that have any fhare in them ; 
but what is that to me, who have 
denied Ciarift ? I have daily ciucifi- 
ed hin afrefh, and put him to an o- 
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pen fhame, The devil has nothing 
to do with the torture I undergo ; it 
is no delufion of his, but the juft 
judgment of God; and it 1s alfo a 
part of my heavy judgment, that 
you have given me a fenfible horror 
of my bc is proving my foul is im- 
mortal. Had I gone ftrait to hell in 
my old opinion, I had endured but 
one hell, whereas I now feel two ; 
I mean not only an inexpreflible tor- 
ture, which I carry in my own breatt, 
but an expectation of I know not 
what change. O that I were in 
helJ, that I might feel the wort ! 
and yet I fearto die, becaufe the 
worit will never have an end.” All 
this he fpoke with aa air of eaget- 
nefs, and fuch horror as is f{carce to 
be imagined. 

He was got to bed, refufing all 
fuftenance, and had an_ exceeding 
{weating, through the extremity of 
his torments, ~ — | 

Before I took my leave of him, I 
defired to pray by him ; which with 
much reluctance he confented to. In 
the midit of prayer, he groaned ex- 
tremely, tofling himfelf as if he was 
in the agonies of death. When 
prayer was over, I asked him the 
reafon of it. 

He anfwered—** As the damned 
in hell, who lift up their eyes in tor- 
ments, aml behold afar off the faints 
in Abraham’s bofom, have thereby 
their torments doubled, firft, by re- 
flecting on the mifery they are in; 
and, fecondly, by obferving the 
happinefs they have loft : fo I, know- 
ing myfelf to be hardened, and feal- 
ed to damnation, hearing the prayers 
of the righteous, to which God’s 
ears are ever open; this increafes 
my torment, to think how I am ex- 
cluded from fuch a privilege, and 
have no other portion left me than 


blafpheming, weeping, wailing, and 


gnafhing of teeth forever.” 

«Pray, Sir,”’ faid I, “corfider there 
is a vaft difference between you aad 
them in hell ; they are lott irrecoy- 
erably forevermore, without any op- 
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portunity of a reprieve, or hope of 
pardon ; you are yet alive, and have 
the promifes, in common with other 
finners: Chrift died for finners ; and 
God hath fworn by himfelf, ds J 
live, faith the Lord, 1 would not the 
dath of afinner ; but would rather 
that he turn-from his wickednefs, and 
hive”? 

He replied with his ufual earneft- 
nefs, “I will grant as much differ- 
ence between me and thofe in hell, as 
between acommon devil and a devil 
incarnate : if thefe are irrecoverably 
loft, without opportunity of reprieve, 
or hopes of pardon, and I am yet a- 
live, what then ? what is the confe- 
quence? Not that the promifes be- 
long in common to me with other 
finners, nor to any finners, but fuch 
as believe and repent. If Chrift di- 
ed for finners, it was fuch as repent 
and believe ; but though I would, I 
ean do neither: I have outftood my 
day of grace, am hardened and repro- 
bate. If God delight not in the 
death of finners, it is of fuch finners 
as repent and turn to him ; but his 
juftice will vindicate itfelf on fuch 
obftinate finners as me, who have 
denied his power and providence, 
both in my words and actions. Now 
he has met with me for it ; and O! 
itis a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. If God 
was not againft me, I fhould not care, 
though all the power and malice of 
men were joined againft me ; though 
all the legions of hell continued to 
torture me with the moft confuming 
pains : but when an irreconcilable 
God looks down upon his creature 
inwrath, and configns him over to 
eternal vengeance, this is intolerable, 
inexpreffible ! ah, who can dwell 
with eternal burnings! O ye, that 
have any hope, that have not yet 
pafled the day of grace, cry mighti- 
ly to God day and night: think no 
labour too much to fecure you from 


the wrat! of God. O! who can 
jfierd bef rr him, when he is angry ? 
Wiat thot Sle can refift. that confum- 


ing fire ?’ This, and more to the 
fame purpofe, he fpoke with fo deep 
aconcern, the tears all the while 
trickling down his face, that no one 
in the room could forbear weeping. 
Which he perceiving, faid, “ If ye 
weep at the image and bare relation 
of the effe&ts of God’s wrath, what 
then do I fuffer, who a€tually lie un- - 
derthe very weight of his fury ? 
Refrain your tears, for it is in vain : 
pity is no debt to me: nothing is 
fo proper for me, as fome curfe to 
complete my milery, and free me 
from the torment of expe¢tation.”’ 
Here he paufed a while ; then look- 
ing towards the fire, he faid, “ Oh, 
that I was to lie and broil upon that 
fire a thoufand years, to purchafe 
the favour of God, and be reconciled 
to him again! But it is a fruitlefs, 
with ; millions of millions of years 
will bring me no nearer the end of , 
my torments, than one poor hour. 
Oh, eternity, eternity ; who can dif- 
cover the abyfs of eternity ? Whe 
can paraphrafe upon thefe words, 
forever and ever ?” 

~ It began to grow late ; fo I took 
my leave of him for that night, prom- 
ifing to come-again the next day ; 
when I found his mind in the fame 
condition ftill, but his body much 
weakened: there were with him 
three or four divines, who had been 
at prayer ; which, they told me, had 
the fame uneafy effet upon him as 
before. 

One of them reminded him that 
Peter denied his Mafter with oaths 
and curfes, and was yet received a- 

ininto his favour. 

He replied, “ It is true, Peter did 
deny his Mafter, as I have done, but 
what then? His Mafter prayed for 
him, that his. faith fhould not fail ; 
accordingly he looked him into r- 
pentance, and affifted him by his 
Spirit to perfe& it. Now, if he 
would affift me to repent, I fhoud 


do fo tco; but he has juty 
withdrawn his interceffion from , 
me; I have grieved his Hoy 
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Spirit fo often, that he has tak- 
enhim from me, and in the room 
thereof has left me the {pirit of im- 
penitence and reprobation ; and giv- 
en mea certain earneft of a fearful 
inheritance’ in another life.’ He 
{poke little more that day; much 
company prefling towards night, or- 
ders were given to prevent it: at fix 
of the clock, we all looked upon one 
another to know what courfe to 
take ; no text being offered in his 
favour, but which he turned another 
way. . 

While we were’thus mufing, he 
cried out with the utmoft vehemence, 
‘¢ How long, O Lord, fhall thy wrath 
burn forever againft me? Shall thy 
eternal juftice exaét upon a poor def. 
picable worm? What is my value or 
worth, that thou fhouldeft pour out 
full vials of wrath upon me? Oh, 
that thou wouldft let go thy hand 
forever, forget, and let me fall into 
my firft nothing! As my righteouf- 
nefs could have profited thee noth- 
ing, fo my impieties can have done 
thee no hurt; therefore annihilate 
me, and let me perifh. Be not angry 
that I thus expoftulate with thee ; it 
will be but a little while before thy 
wrath fhall force the dreadfullett 
blafphemies from me. Oh, that thou 
wouldit take away my being, or mif- 
ery: neither can increafe. or dimin- 
ifh thy happinefs ; and therefore let 
them both ceafe,and let my name 
be known no more. But if I mutt 
be, and be immortal, and thou wilt 
punifh me becaufe I have defpifed 
thee ; let a privation of thought fuf- 
fice, and let me pafs my eternity in 
a dream, without ever being awak- 
ened by the pangs of torment, or by 
the gnawing of the worm that never 
dies. But, oh, fruitlefs defires! I 
am expoftulating with a God that 
forever hath fhut out my prayers ; 
and only protracts my breath a little 
longer, to make me an example to 
others. O! ye rocks and moun- 
tains, that ye would cover and hide 
me from the wrath ef an incenfed 
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God: but I cannot fice from his 
prefence: what he hath begun he 
will finifh. He will extend his wrath 
againft me forever and ever.” 

Here fome one knocked at the 
door, and it proved to be the poft- 
man, with a letter for him: which 
being told him, “ How, (faid he) 
a letter for me! A little longer, and 
I expect another fert of meflage: I 
am very fhortly to give an account of 
every fecret action I have done ; and 
I haveamindto make an experiment to 
feehow I canbearit. Pray Sir,”’ ad- 
ded he to me, “ do me the favour to 
read me this letter. The contents I 
know not, but I fufpe& it comes 
from fome of my old acquaintance.” 
I defired to be excufed, alleging there 
might be fomething in it improper 
to be divulged. ‘ Nothing,” re- 
plied he, * can affect me now; [ 
have no honour, no reputation, and, 
what is yet worfe, no heaven to lofe 
by this or any other aét.” Upon 
this, | broke it open. The letter 
received was as follows : 


Deareft Sir, 

‘© Underftanding you are dan- 
geroufly ill, and that it has had a 
melancholy effect upon you, I could 
not (confidering our {trict friendfliip ) 
but endeavour to remove thofe evils 
your mind may be under; which 
perhaps is anoffice no lefs grateful, 
than making the body found. Sick- 
nefs and death are the common lot of 
mankind ; and to repine and grieve 
at this lot, is to combat the laws of 
nature, and fight againft impoflibil- 
ities. What wife man repines at 
the heat in fummer, or the cold in 
winter ? A common evil ceafes to be 
an evil, But perhaps your melan- 
choly fuggefts to you, that it isa di!- 
mal thipg to launch into an unknown 
abyfs. I anfwer: Sometimes I 
dream of dreadful things, but when 
I awake, all vanthes. Thus if we 
examine death and its confequences 
by our reafon, thofe formidable 
montter$ grow tame and famther te 
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‘ us. IF would demand of him, who 


afks me what eftate I fhall ‘be in af. 
ter death, what eftate he was in be- 
fore life? Pain and pleafure will 
leave their impreffions upon a hu- 
man fpirit. If I was either happy 
or miferable before I was born, I 
muft ftiil retain the impreffion ; but 
I do not now, therefore I shall not 
hereafter; I came out of nothing, 
and fhall return into it. As the 
flame of an extinguifhed candle dif- 
folves and lofes itfelf in the circume 
ambient air, even fo the taper of life 
vanifhes into ether, and is no more, 
when once the laws of the vital un- 
ionare broken. Death itfelf is noth- 
ing, and after death is nothing; take 
courage, man: either die like yourfelf, 
matter of yourownfate and happinefs, 
fo long as it is to be kept ; or elfe re- 
cover, and live worthy the character 
of a perfon, who knows Low cither to 
live or die. So wifhes,” &c. " 


This letter was but fuel to the tors 
menting flame, before in the breaft 
of the fick gentleman ; who immedi- 
ately dictated the following anfwer : 


Sir, 

‘* Being not able to ufe my own, 
I have borrowed another haud, to 
anfwer your’s. You fay well, it is 
a more grateful office to endeavour 


. to remove the diforders of the mind, 


than of the body. What you urge 
of the common lot of mankind, as 
death and ficknefs, I could with 
were my cafe ; but my afili€tion 1s, 
that defpair and hell are the com- 
mon lot ofatheifts. Now your ar- 
gument cannot reach my cafe, urs 
lefs you firft prove that atheifm is as 
inevitable as death and ficknefs, and 
that therefore the effe&s of it are to 
be borne patiently, unlefs a man will 
combat neceflty, and fight againit 
the laws of fate. I have formerly 
ufed this way of arguing myfe Hf, 
but wonder now how I could ever 
think it conclufive. You fay, that 


if we examine death and its fuppol- 


ed confequences by our reafon, thofe 
formidable monfters grow tame and 
familiar; if, by our reafon, yow 
mean either that peculiar to atheilts, 
or the common reafon of human nae 
ture, I am fure thefe monfters will 
grow lefs tame and familiar, the 
more we think of them: fince no 
reafon fhews what an unexperienced 
death is, or what the change confee 
quent upon it, how can we judge of 
things we do not know? Reafon oo 
fuch things as long as you pleafe, 
and you will be at laft as far from the 
truth, as when you began. Your 
argument is extremely weak about a 
pre-exiftent and a future ftate : I ree 
tain no impreffion of paft happinefs 
or mifery, therefore there is none to 
come ; how that is a confequence, I 
do not fee. Next you would have 
me believe, upon your bare word, 
that death is -nothing, and after 
death is nothing: pray how do you 
know, having not yet tried ? There 
are a great many that fay the con- 
trary. Ihave only concerned my- 
felf with the rationality of your let- 
ter, that you may believe I am not 
diftrated ; which I would defire 
you to believe, that what I am go- 
ing to fay may not have lefs weight 

with you. It is true, and whether 

you believe it or not, you will find it 

fo at laft; if I could force you to 
believe it, I would: All I can deo 
is, to deal with you as a reafonable 
creature, by opening my breaft to 
you, and then leaving you at your 
liberty to act as you pleafe. While 
we are in health and: bufinefs, we 
may act contrary to our intentions, 
and plead for the thing we believe 
not ; but when we come to die, the 
Vizard is taken off, and the man ap- 
pears as he is. This is my condition, 
and therefore I can have no motive 
to impofe upon my friends. Relig- 
ion is no impoftor, heaven and hell 
are real, and the immortality of the 
foul ascertain as the exiftence of the 


body : for a time we have officioufly 


deluded and cheated ourfe ves cut ci 











religion and happinefs; and God, 
who will not always be defpifed by 
his creatures, has chofen me as an 
example to you all, and a warning 
to the lazy and indifferent chriftian. 
But who, alas ! can write his own 
tragedy without tears, or copy out 
the feal of his own damnation with+ 
out horror! That there isa God, 
I know, becaufe I continually feel 
the effeéts of his wrath : that there 
is a hell, I am equally certain, having 
received an earneft of my inheritance 
there already in my breaft: that 
there is a natural confcience, I now 
feel with horror and amazement, be« 
ing continually upbraided by it with 
my impieties, and with all my fins 
brought to my remembrance. Why 
God has marked me out for an ex- 
ample of his vengeance, rather than 
you, or any other of our acquaint 
ance, k prefume is becaufe I have 
been more religioufly educated, and 
have done greater defpite to the 
Spirit of e. What egregious 
folly is it For dutt and = ey ty 
tend with its Creator, to queftion 
his juftice, his power, yea, his very 
being ; when, at the fame time, 
without this God, every fuch wretch 
would immediately fall into nothing, 
being without him not able to exiit 
one moment! What vile ingrati- 
tude is it {curriloufly to refle& on 
his religion, who died to reconcile 
fuch refleG&ers to himfelf ? Do not 
miftake yourfelf; it is not a light 
matter to contend with the God of 
nature, to abufe religion, and deny 
its author, (and what is worft 
of all) to apoftatize from it, as I 
have done. God has met with me for 
it, after a long forbearance of my 
inveterate impieties and profaneness. 
Let me intreat you to leave off your 
fins ; who knows but God may yet 
receive you ? I {peak not this out 
of any ms to virtue, or hatred of 
vice {for I’ am hardened and impen- 
itently reprobate) but, like Dives, 
I am unwilling my brethren fhould 
come into this place of torment. 


E 
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Make what ufe of this you pleafe ; 
only remember if it does not reclaim 
it will enhance your guilt, poffibly 
to be overtaken in this world, as I 
am by the juft judgment of God ; if 
not, be fure you will be met with 
hereafter, which is all from, &c.” 


As foon as the letter was read and 
fent, the night being far worn, we 
all took our leave of him, wifhing 
him good reft, and a happier condi~ ~ 
tion the next day. To which he re- 
plied, ** Gentlemen, I thank you, 
but my happinefs is at an end ; and 
as for my reft to night, thus I {pend 
the little remainder of my miferable 
moments. All the eafe I expect 
will be wifhing for the day, as in the 
day-time I wilh for the night, and 
in a fearful expectation of my diffo« 
lution, and the account [ muft make 
upon it. But, Gentlemen, good 
night to you ; and remember me, 
to confirm you inthe religion I have 
difowned, that you may ftand more 
cautioufly by my folly, and fecure the 
happinefs I have forfeited.”’ 

The next day came feveral of his 
friends out of the country. Hav- 
ing had an account of his cireum- 
ftances, one of them told him that he 
and fevera! more of his relations came 
to town, and were forry to find him 
in fo weak a condition as he appear 
ed to be in; for now he was noth- 
ing but fkin and bone, the agonies 
he lay under doing the work of the 
quickeft confumption. 

He anfwered, “ I am obliged in 
common civility to thank you all: 
but who are my relations? Our 
Saviour faid, fuch as did the will of 
his heavenly Father were his rela 
tions. I may properly fay, that none 
but the Atheifts, the reprobate, and 
fuch as do the work of the devil, are 
my relations. This little tie of 
flefh and blood will diffolve in a mo- 
ment, but the relation I have with 
the damned is permanent. The fame 
lot, the fame place of torment, the 
fame exercife of blafphemy, and the 
fame eternity of horror, will be the 
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common lot of us all; fo the fimil- 
itude of torments, place, and durae 
tion, will join us in a very ftri€t un- 
ton.” 

His friends, who only had heard 
he was diftra¢ted, hearing him deliv- 
er himfelf in fuch terms, were amaz- 
ed, and began to enquire of fome of 
us, what made himtzclk at fueh a 
rate? He, hearing them whifper- 
ing together, and imagining the 
eaufe, celled them all to him, and 
faid, 

«« You imagine me melancholy or 
diftraéted : I wifh I were either : 
but it is part of my judgment that 
Jam not. No; my apprehenfion of 
perfons and things is rather more 
quick and vigorous, than it was 
when I was in perfe& health ; and 
itis my curfe, becaufe thereby I 
am more fenfible of the condition I 
am fallen into. Would you be in- 
formed why I am become a fkeleton 
in three or four days?» See now 
then I have defpifed my Maker, and 
denied my Redeemer; I have joined 
myfelf to the Atheiits and profane, 
and continued this courfe under ma- 
ny convictions, till my imiquity was 
ripe for vengeance, and the juft 
judgments of God overtook me, 
when my fecurity was the greatett, 
and the cheeks of my confeience 
were the leaft. Since I have denied 
that falvation which cometh by Jefus 
Chrift, there is no other Mediator or 
knterceflor for ftnners ; if there be, 
which is he that can redeem my 
foul from hell, or give a ranfom for 
my life? No,no; ‘if we fin wilful- 
ly after we have received the knowl. 
edge of the truth, there remains no 
more facrifice for fin, but a fearful 
looking-for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation to confume the adverfary.' 
‘There remains no more facrifice 
for fin,’ that is the wound that pievc- 
es my foul. Chrift Jefus was the 
only expiatory facrifice God would 
accept ; I not accepting, I would 
fay,|1 defpifing this, there remgins no 
other for me to accept ofyno other 
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to make atonement and fatisfaction 
for me; there is no other name giv- 
en under heaven but the name of Je- 
fus, whereby we mav be faved, and 
it is that Jefus whom I have re- 
proached, and ridiculed, and abufed 
in his members ; may, to whom [I 
have induced others to do the fame. 
Methinks your breafts are all open 
to me, and in the midit of your pity 
and furprife, you would bid me hope 
and believe, and fupplicate the mer- 
cy I have abufed, becaufe Jefus 
Chrift came to fave finners, and 
to bring to repentance. In_ that 
I know all your thoughts. Alas, 
how fain would I hope and believe } 
Can a man in torments not defire to 
be freed from them ? No, affure 
yourfelves I would upon any terms ; 
but the wrath of God obftructs the 
power of hoping and believing, and 
though I would, I can do neither. 
I know not what fome divines mean, 
who fay, He that defires to repent, 
does itin fome meafure ; I experience 
the contrary. A fruitlefs with that 
comes not into aét, is no more than 
a conviction which fhall lay fuch per- 
fons under great condemnation. You 
would have me fupplicate that mer- 
cy I have abufed. Alas, of that I 
have no hopes, but what depend up- 
orn abufed mercy! But why faid fF 
hopes? I have no hopes? My 
hopes are fruftrated, my expeCtations 
are cut off ; and what remains be- 
hind ? Why am I bid to hope and 
believe ? Oh what mockery is this 
upon me! ‘To find me in -mifery, 
and bid me be happy, without afford- 
ing me any power ofbeingfo! In- 
decd, fhould Jefus Chrift fay fo to 
me, it would be comfort ; 
but for you to fay fo, is the fame 
thing as to bid a malefactor fhake 
off his chains, and affume his liberty ; 
or call up the dead to rife out of 
their graves, and challenge their ef- 
tates and honours again. How idle 
is it to bid the fire not burn, when 
fuelis adminiftered, and to command 


the feas to be fmeoth in the midft of | 





é 
= 
al 

2 
is 

3 

; = 
N 

» 


















se ee 
‘sd rs 





a ftorm! Such is my cafe ; and 
what are the comforts of my friends ? 
But I am fpent, I can complain no 
more. Wouldto Godthat thecaufe 
of mycomplaining would ceafe! The 
caufe of my complaining ! this re, 
news my grief, and fummons up the 
ittle ftrength I have left to complain 
again, like an expiring blaze, before 
it is extinguifhed. It is jult fo with 
me; but whither am I going ?” 

As he faid this, he fainted away, 
and lay in a f{woon fora confiderable 
time ; but, by the help of fome fpir- 
its, we brought him to himfelf a- 
gain. As foon as he had opened 
his eyes, he faid, “* Oh, cruel, unkind 
friends, to awaken me from a dream, 
in which I had a ceffation from my 
torments!” This he fpoke with 
fo lively a concern, that no one could 
refrain from tears, ‘ You weep,” 
faid he, but your tears come too late, 
Was I like another perfon that goes 
out of the world, it would be one of 
my greateit troubles to {ge you weep, 
or at beft it would add to my pains ; 
for he muft be unnatural and fenfe- 
lefs that would not be troubled at 
the afflictions of others, efpecially his 
friends and relations. But the cafe 
is otherwife with me. My cup is full, 
and runs over already ; the bitter- 
nef{s of my foul is as great as it pofs 
fibly can bein this world ; my heart 
is full of horror and anguifh ; no 
grief can add tomine, being fo great, 
that it is incapable of receiving more. 
Perhaps this indy feem a paradox to 
you at firft ; but what think you of 
time, and eternity which compre- 
hends and fwallows up alt time ? 
Can any one add any thing to wrath 
of God, which includes the fury of 
devils and men ; this being derivative 
from, and independent of that ? 
And can any one add to my grief 
and torture, who am fallen into the 
hands of the living God? No no; 
referve your tears for your fins, and 
ca them not away upon one, who 
is neither the better nor the worfe 
for them.’? You may ealily ima- 


Religious Intelligence....Death-bed of a Free-thinker. 35 


gine what impreffions this would 
make upon the {pirits of his friends. 
However, in the midit of their grief 
and amazement, they had the pru- 
dence to think of the reputation of 
their family, and to provide for as 
much fecrecy as was poffible. 

They therefore conveyed him by 
night to new lodgings. But he was 

rown fo weak ba he fainted away 
eral times in the chair; they got 
him into his chamber, and to bed as 
foon as they could, After a little 
reft, he yet found itrength to exprefs 
bimfelf thus ; 

«JT am not concerned to know 
whither you have brought me, or 

our reafons for fo doing. It had 
bien fomething, if you had changed 
iny ftate with my lodgings ; but my 
torments are greater than before ; 
for I fee that difmal hour juft at 
hand, when I muft bid you all fare- 
well.” 

The-phyficians were now fent for 
again, but they ftill declared they 
could do nothing for him ; only they 
ordered him fome cordial julep, which 
they faid might itrengthen nature to 
hold out two or,three days longer. 

My bufinefs calling me away for 
a day or two, I came again on Thurf- 
day morning pretty early; whemI 
came in, J inquired of his friends how 
he {pent his time. ‘They told me he 
had had little company ;_ and his\ex- 
preffions were much fhorter than be- 
fore ; but what he did {peak feemed 
to have more horror and def{pair than 
before. I wentto his bed-lide, and 
asked him how he did, | 

He replied, “ damned and loft for- 
ever.” I told him the decrees of 
God were fecret; perhaps he was 
punifhed in this lifeto fit him 


‘for a better. He anfwered, “ they 


are not fecret to me, but difcovered ; 
and my greateft torment, my pun. 
ifhment here, is for an example to oth- 
ers. Oh, that there was no God, or 
that this Gad could ceafe to be, for § 
am fure he will have no mercy "pon 
me 1?’ Alas,” faid 1, * there ts 
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no contending with our Creator, and 
therofore avoid fuch words as may 
provoke him more.” —* True,” re- 
plied he, ‘there is no contending ; 
I with there were a poflibility of get- 
ting above God, that would be a hea- 
ven tome.” I entreated him not 
to give: way to’ fuch blafphe- 
mous thoughts, for—-—. Here he 
interrupted me, © ** Read we not in 
the Revelations of them that blaf- 
phemed God, becaufe of their pains ? 
f am one’ of their number. Oh, 

how do I envy the happinefs of Cain 
and Judas ?>—- But,”’: replied I, 

‘vou are yet alive, and da’ not feel 
the torments of thole, that are in 
Ben.” 1% % 

He anfwered, ‘This is either 
true or falfe ; if it be true, how hea- 
vy will thofe torments be, of which 
I do not yet feel the uttermoft ? But 
1 know it is falfe, and that I endure 
more than the {pirits of the damned ; 
for I have the very fame torture upon 
my fpirits’ that they have, befides 
thofe I endure in my body. I be- 
heve at the day of ath the tor 
ments of my mind and body will both 
together be more interife’; but as I 
now am, no fpirit in hell endures 
what I do. How gladly would I 
change my condition for hell! How 
earneftly would I entreat my ahgry 
Judge to fend me thither, were I not 
afraid that out of vengeance he would 
deny me!” Here he clofed ‘his eyes 
alittle, and began to talk very wild- 
ly, every now and then groaning and 
gnafhing his teeth; but foon after, 
opening his eyes, he grew fenfible a- 
gain, and felt his own pulfe, faying, 
‘‘ How lazily my minutes go on! 
When will be the lait breath, the laft 
pulfe, that fhall beat my fpirit out of 
this decayed manfion, into the defir- 
ed regions of death and hell? Oh! 
I find it is juft now at hand! and 
what fhall I ey now? Am not] a- 
fraid again to die? Ah, the’ forlorn 
hopes of himthat has not God to go 
to! Nothing to fly to for peace and 
conifort !” Here his {peech failed 
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him: we all believing him to be dy- 
ing, went to prayer; which threw 
him into an agony ; in ‘which, though 
he could not fpeak, he turned away 
his face, and snails what noife he 
could to hinder himfelf from hearing. 
Perceiving this, we gave over. 

_ As foon as he could fpeak, (which 
was not till after fome time) he faid, 
“T’ygers and monfters,' are ye alfa 
become devils to torment me, and 
give me ‘a ‘profpeét of heaven, to 
make my hell more intolerable ?”” 

“¢ Alas, Sir,” faid I, “it is our de- 
fire of your happinefs ‘that cafts us 
down at the throne of grace ; if God 
denies affiftance, who elfe can give 
it? If he will not have mercy, whith- 
er muft we go for it ?”” 

He replied, “‘Oh, that is the 
dart that wounds me! God is be- 
come my enemy, and there is none 
fo ftrong as to deliver me out of his 
hands. He configns me over to e- 
ternal vengeance, and there is none a- 
ble to redeem‘ me! Was there fuch 
another God: ashe, who would pat- 
tonize my caufe; or was I above 
God, or independent on him; could 
I aét or difpofe of myfelf as I pleaf- 
ed; then would my horrors ceafe, 
and the expectations and defigns of 
my formidable enemies be fruftrated. 
But oh! this cannot be, for, I-———.” 

His voice failed again, and he be. 
gan to ftruggle and gafp for breath ; 
which having recovered, with a groan 
fo dreadful and ‘horrid, as if it had 
been more than human, he cried out, 
“© Ou, THE UNSUFFERABLE PANGS 
OF HELL AND DAMNATION !” and 
then expired. V.D. 

‘ === 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


Tue Conttitution of this Society 
fer promoting Chriftian knowledge 
was draughted ; and, after mature 
deliberation, it was’ figned by the 
founders of the Society, on the firft - 
day of September, 1503. The fel- 
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lowing is part of the preamble : 

«“¢ We, whofe names are under. 
written, do hereby, in the fearof God, 
and love of man, folemnly affociate 
ourfelves for the benevolent purpofe 
of promoting evangelical truth and 
‘ piety ; in the firft place, by a char- 
itable diftribution of fome*of the beft 
religious books and traéts “ among 
‘¢ poor and pious Chriftians, to whom 
“< fuch writings may~ be pecuiiarly 

“« grateful, andalfo amiong the in- 
‘¢ habitants of new towns and planta- 
‘¢ tions, or other ‘places, ‘where the 
‘«< means of religious knowledge and 
“ inftruction are but fparyigly en- 
‘« joyed ;”” and in procefs of time, if 
ability permit, and citcumftances ap- 
pear to require it, by fupporting 
charity {chools, or pious Miffionaries, 
in the placesjuft defcribed, for the 
exprefs shiceols of inftructing and 
eftablifhing the young and ignorant 
in the truth of the gofpel, and the 
great doctrines of our holy religion ; 
by the name of the Maffachufetts So- 
ciety for promoting Chriftian Knowl- 
edge; and on the following funda- 
mental principles, which, together 
with the foregoing preamble, are 
hereby adopted and declared to be 
the Conftitution of this Society.” 


The ob e% of*the Society may b© 
judged of by the 3d Article in their 
Conttitution, viz. 


‘“‘ The books, to be: diftributed by 
this Society in. the prefent and in all 
future time, fhall be «* Bibles, Tefta- 
ments and Pfalters ;’* and fuch books 
of human compofition, and fuch ‘only, 
as are dire&tly and happily calculated 
to eftablifh the truth, and to pre- 
ferve “the effential and diftinguifhing 
“ doétrines of the gofpel, as profef- 
‘‘ fed by our pious ariceftors, the firft 
“« fettlers of New-England ; viz. the 
“ Wettminfter Affembly’ s Shorter 
“ Catechilm, Dr: ‘ Watts’ Divine 
** Songs for children, Dr. Hemmen- 
** way’s Difcourfe to children, Dr. 
* Doddridge’s Addrefs to the Mat- 
“terofa Tamily on family relig- 
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“ion, his Sermons on the religious 
‘education of children, his Rife and 
“& Prog: grefs of Religion in the foul, 

és Maton’ s Treatife. on Self: Know!- 
“ edge, Hettry’s Difcourfe concern- 
sé Meeknefs,; and Orton’s Difcourfes 
“ to the aged ;” which are to be con- 
fidered as marking the charaéters of 
other books, which may be diftrib- 
uted confiftently with the ‘true de- 
fign of this Society. a 


oFFicERS OF THE SOCIETY. 
Eliphalet Pearfon, r1.p. Prefident. 
Hon. John.Treadwell, H/q. Vice-P. 
Abiel Holmes, v. v. Clerk. 
Jedidiah Mor fe, p. p. Secretary. 
Caleb Gannett, Efg. Treafurer. 
Rev. William Greenough, Librarian. 


The above officers, together with 
the following, are Refident Members. 


Samuel Abbot, Efg. ; Rev. Joth- 
ua Bates; Rev. Daniel Chaplin ; 
Wm. Coombs, Efq.; Rev. Jofeph 
Dana, pv. d.; Rev. Peter Eatoii ; 
Samuel ' Farrar,’ Efq.; *Rev. Eli 
Forbes, p. D.3 Kev. ae French ; 








*Rev. Levi Frisbie; Mr. William 
Hilliard; Rev. David Kellog ; Rev. 
James Kendall ; Rev. Jofeph Ly- 
mam, D. D. ; ‘Mark Newman, a. m. 
Preceptor of Phil. Acad, ; ; Hon, John 
Phillips, jr. “Efq. ; or. Thomas 
Prentifs ; Rey.’ Samuel’ Stearns ; 
Dr. James Thacher ; Rev. Benja- 
min Wadfworth ; Mr. Samuel H. 
Walley ; Kev. Daniel Dana, 


CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 
Rev: Abjel Abbot, Connecticut, 
Rev. Archibald Alexander, Virginia, 
Rew. Jefe Appliton, New-Hamphhire , 
Hon. Ehas Boudinot, rx.b. N.Jerfey, 
Rev. Walter Buchanan,p.v. Edinburg, 
Rev. J, Buckminfler, p.v. N. Hamp. 
Rev. George Burdr, v.v. 4 ondon, 
Rev. lV. Hollinft ad, d.D. &. Carolina, 
Rev. Tfaac 8. Keith, p.v. — do. 
Rev. William Majffit, Virginia, 
Rev. James Muir, p. v. do. 
Rev. Seth Payfon, New-Hampfhire, 
Rev. Mafe Shepard, Rhode-Ifland. 
nd * D). ccafcd. 
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WAMES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
PISCATAQUA MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY. 


In the firft number of the Mag- 
azine the Conftituion of the Pifcat- 
aqua Miffionary Society was pub- 
lifhed: but the lift of the Members 
was not then given. It has been 
fince judged expedient to publith 
them, together with a repetition of 
that article of the Conftitution, by 
which memberfhip is formed, or dif- 
continued. 

“Articre IX. Any perfon 
may become a member of this Soci- 
ety, by fubfcribing his name to the 
Conftitution, and paying to the 
Treafurer for the purpofes of the 
inftitution gwo dollars. Each min- 
ilter, belonging to the Society, will 
at any “time admit members upon 
the condition aforefaid. Each fub- 


fortber fhall be held to pay ¢#evo dol- 


Jars annually to the Treafurer, until 
he fhall exprefs to the Secretary in 
writing a defire of being difconnect- 
ed: which defire being thus ex- 
prefled, the memberfhip ceafes of 
courfe.”? 


A lift of the Members, thus 


_ qualified, follows :— 


A 
Names. Refidence. 
Rev. Jacob Abbot, Hamptonfalls. 
Timothy Alden, jr. Portfmouth. 


Jefle Appleton, Hampton. 
Benjamin Abbot, Efq. Exeter. 
Capt. Ezra Abbot, Wilton. 
Charles H. Atherton, Efq. Amherit. 

B 


Rev. Jeremiah Barnard, Ambertt. 
Ifaac Briggs, York, Maine. 
‘Thomas Beede, Wilton. 
J. Buckminfter, p.p. Portfimo. 

Capt. Samuel Boardman, 

Robert Blunt. 


Simon Brown, Northampton. 
C 

R +v. Samuel Chandler, Kittery, Me. 

iwoch M, Clark. Portimouth. 


Capt. sarnuel Chauncey. 
) im! 


| 
~ 
. on — i (v 
‘ Te} ‘ prt ly 
’ ’ ‘ 


™’ 7 


’ 
f hYoUTyryyct ry 
~~ BA ps baatelsg 


Northampten. 


oe y ’ 
B ortimout lle 


Ammi R.Cutter, m. p. Portfmouth. 
Jacob Cutter, 





Edward Cutts. 

D if 
Nathan Dean, Portimouth. . 
Jonat han Drake, Rye. | 
Abraham Drake, Northampton. 
Nathaniel Wrake. 

E 
Amherft, 


David Everett, Efq. 
F 


Rev. Jonathan French, Northampton. 
Samuel Farrar, Efq. Andover, Ms, 
Amos Fernald, Port{mouth. 
Capt. Theodore Furber. 
G 
George Gains, Efq. — Portfmouth. 
Deac. Jonathan Garland, Hampton. 
Hon. J. T. Gilman, Efq. Exeter. 
H 


Hon. Samuel Hale, Efq. Portfmo. 
Deac. A. R. Hall. 
Stacy Hail. 

Stacy Hall, jun. 
Abner Haines, 
Oliver Hamilton, 
Richard Hart. _ 
Samuel Haven. 
Jofeph Haven. , 
Nathaniel A. Haven. 

Henry Haven. : 

Wilham Haven. 

Deac. Job Harris. 

Samuel Hill. 

James Hill. 

John B. Hill. 

Elitha Hill, 

Elifha Hill, jr. 2 
Wilham Hill. 
Silas Holman, 
Jofeph Hobbs, 
Jonathan Hobbs. 
Maj. Solomon Hopkins, Milford. ; 
Ivory Hovey, m.p. Berwick, Me. 


Northampton, 
-Port{mouth. 





Northampton. 


Ifrael Howe, Port{mouth, 
Michael Hooker. 

L 
Rev. Ifaac Lyman, York, Me. 


Jofeph Langdon, Newington. 
Jofeph Litchfield, Kittery, Me. 


Henry Ladd, Port{mouth. | 
Deac. John Lamprey, Hampton. ; 
Samuel Lane, Stratham. A, 
William Laygdon, Port{mouth, 
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Mrs. Abigail Leavitt, Northampton. 
Paul Leighton, Portfmouth. 
Benjamin Leverett. | 

Col. Thomas Leavitt, Northampton. 
David Locke, Rye. 
Maj. Edward J. Long, Port{mouth. 


Samuel Lord. 
Gen. John Lord, Berwick, Me. 
A Milford, 


Deac. William Lovejoy, 
M 


Stratham. 
Milford. 


Rye. 


Rev. James Miltimore, 
Humphrey Moore, 

Deac. Nathaniel Marden, 

William Marden. 

Deac. John Marfhall, Portfmouth. 

John March, 

Clement March, jun. 

Thomas Means, Milford. 

Col. Robert Means, Ambherft. 

Jeremiah Mafon, Efq. Portfmouth. 

Nehemiah Moulton, Rye. 

N 
Reuben Nafon, | Gorham, Maine. 
Winthrop B. Norton, Berwick, Me. 
P 

Rev. Afa Piper, Wakefield. 
Huntington Porter, Rye. 

Edward Parry, Portfmouth. 

Hon, Oliver Peabody, Efgq. Exeter. 

Deac. Samuel Penhallow, Port{mo. 

John Penhallow. 

John Pierce. 


Charles Pierce. 
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John P. Rofs, Portfmouth, 
S 

Rev. Napthali Shaw, Kenfington. 

Jeremiah Sanborn, Portfmouth. 


Hon. David Sewall, Efg. York, Me. 
Daniel Sewall, Efg. 

John B. Sewall, Portimouth, 
Jacob Sheafte. Thomas Sheaffe, 
Jacob Sheaffe, jr. Hoa. James Sheaffe. 
Daniel R. Sheaffe. _ John Shapley. 
James Shapley. §[faac Shepherd. 
Samuel Sherburne. 


Hon. Jeremiah Smith, Exeter. 
George F. Smith, Portfmouth. | 
Chriftopher Smith, Northampton. 
George Sullivan, Efq. Exeter. 
William Stanwood, Portimouth. 
T 
Rev. John Tompfon, Berwick, Me. 
Amos Tappan, Port{mouth. 


Hon. Samuel Tenney, Efq. Exeter. 
Jeremiah Tilton. i 
Ebenezer Thompfon, Portimouth, 
WwW 
Col. Seth Walker, 
William Walker. 
Hon. Paine Wingate. 
Nore. It ought te have been 
mentioned, in connexion with Mr. 
Tuurston’s Journal, that he was 
fent from this Society. He, togeth- 
er with Rev. Mr. M’Grecere, of 
Bedford, have been Miffionaries the 


Portimouth. 


Jacob S. Pickering. laft feafon. They make a report 
Mrs. Martha Poor, Exeter. highly favourable. An account of 
R their miffions will in due time be 
James Rundlet, Portfmouth. _ publifhed. 
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POET RI, coccoxe WINTER NIGHT.....[ From the Monthly Anthology.) 
Hatt Winter ! fullen monarch ! dark with clouds : 
Throned on bleak wattes, and fierce and cold with ftorms ; 
Welcome thy blafting cold and treafured {now ! 
Thy raving, rending winds do but compofe 
My foul; and, midft thy gloom, my heart 
Smiles like the opening {pring. ‘Thy long drear nights, 


Winter, I hail. 


The cold receding fun 


I love to follow to the cloudy weft, 
And fee thy twilight deepen into gloom 


Of thickeft darknefs. 


Round my cheering fire, 


How I enjoy the gliftening eye, and fmile, 
And burning cheek, and prattle innocent, 
Of my dear little ones; and when fh-y fink 
With heavy eyes into the arms of fleep, 











Poetry.....Winter Night. 


Peaceful, and f{miling ftill, and breathing foft ; 
How pleafant glide the hours in dennerte pure | 
With her, whoni firft I lov’d ; who long has crown’d 
My joys, and foothed me with her gentle voice, 
Under a load of forrows ; who has felt 
The power of truth divine ; and from whofe lips 
I catch the peace and love of faints in heaven. 
Vain world! We envy not yourjoys. {rab hear 
Your rattling chariot wheels, and weep i:\t you } 
We weep that fouls immortal can find joy 
In forcing laughter, diflipating thought, 
In the loofe ftage, the frisking dance, the pomp, 
And forms and ornaments of polifh’d life, 
In heartlefs hypocritic fhow of love, 
In giddy nonfenfe, in contempt of truth, 
Which elevates the foul, and {wells the heart 
With hope of holy blifs. We mourn your wafte 
- Qf mind, of ftrength, of wealth. Think, thoughtlefs world, 
How many fatherlefs and widows pine 
In want ; how many fhiver in the ftorm. 
Over a dying flame, how many cower 
In fome poor hovel, prefling to their breafts 
Their little ones, to fave them from the cold. 
Qh think, what aching hearts ye might relieve ! 
What brooding forrows ye might cheer ! What tears 
Of friendlefs, naked, moaning poverty 
Ye might wipe off with lenient fympathy. 
Oh Winter, [ can bear thy howling ftorms. 
Rife but a few more funs, and all thy blafts 
Will foften. Yon wafte fields will {mile in green ; 
The branches {well with infant buds ; the groves 
Refound with nature’s melody. But man, 
My «in, lies defolate. A wintry blaft 
_ ».. las chilled his heart, frozen the circling blood 
_> ° OF fympathy, and blighted the {weet fruits _ 
Of love. How bleak and wafte ! In vain the Sun 
Of Righteoufnefs fheds bright and healing beams. 
In vain does He, who died on Calvary, 
Extend, his hands, bleeding with wounds of love. 
Man {till is cold and wintry ; ftillis hard, 
And melts not into mercy.—This vain world 
Is colder than the northern skies. But Faira 
Looks o’er the icy mountains, looks beyond 
The wintry clouds, and fees unfading bloom 
Of paradife, fees peaceful ftreams of joy, 
And warm effulgence of the God of love. 
And hark! a gentle voice now calls, ** Arife, 
And come away. The winter’s-paft and gone, 
The flowers.appear ; the birds with tranfport hail 
The {pring. The turtle’s plaintive voice is heard 5 
The fig-tree bends with figs. The fragrant wine 
Prefents the tender grape. Arife and fee 
Millennial happinefs, the reign of peace and love.” 
* Canticles ii. 10. 





— ee eee hn Tt TW. 


- tT coe 





